Stamford

Town Council

*Minutes of the Stamford Town Council
Meeting

Held on Monday, 27 October 2025 at 7.30pm

at Stamford Town Hall

Membership
Clir Bret Allibone * Clir Lisa Brewin A
ClIr Luke Chilman A ClIr Kelham Cooke *
ClIr Peter Copley * Cllr Andrew Croft A
Cllr Barry Devereux * Cllr Yvette Diaz- Mufioz *
ClIr Ed Fancourt * Cllr Jane Kingman *
Cllr Jon Lott A ClIr Habib Rahman A
Cllr Rhea Rayside A Cllr Max Sawyer *
Cllr Jonathan Waples A ClIr Amanda Wheeler *
CllIr Joanna Winterbourne A Cllr Anna Wotherspoon *

Key: *-Present A -Apologies AB — Absent

Attendees:

Officer: Town Clerk — Sarah Dorson
County/District Councillors:
Members of the press: 1

Members of the public: 2

Public Question Time -

One Stamford resident spoke to the Council to discuss police hot spotting in Stamford and asked the council if they
were both aware of this and if they knew the efficacy of this. Cllr Sawyer mentioned that shoplifting increases at this
time of year in Stamford and this could be in conjunction with this issue. Cllr Cooke also suggested inviting the Police
and Crime Commissioner to a future Town Council meeting so they can provide the council with an update.

A representative of a local business spoke to the council regarding the uncertainty of five-year working visas and
asked the councillors to either collectively or separately do what they could to support the 3 separate petitions
currently awaiting discussion in Parliament.

The Clerk also received a letter from a member of the public that was read to the council regarding narrow footpaths,
pedestrian safety. Cllr Cooke said that the Highway manager for LCC is aware of these issues and is looking into some
of the mentioned concerns already. Cllr Wotherspoon also raised concerns regarding Scotgate and queried whether it
would be possible to recommend the addition of a diagonal crossing for pedestrians as part of any future
refurbishments to the crossing. The Mayor asked the Town Clerk to respond to the member of the public on behalf of
the council.

Lincolnshire County Councillors Report:

There was one verbal LCC Councillor report, a copy of the significant points is appended to these
minutes at APPENDIX A.

SKDC Councillors Report:

There was one verbal SKDC Councillor report given by Cllr Sawyer who reported to the council that
there had been a complaint regarding the car park machines did not accept coins. Cllr Kingman
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brought to the council’s attention that she had also received several complaints regarding bin
collection from her constituents

STC/25/078-Apologies — To receive and consider for acceptance

Proposal 1 - Apologies with valid reasons for absence were received and it was RESOLVED to accept
apologies from Cllrs Brewin, Chilman, Croft, Lott, Rahman, Rayside, Waples & Winterbourne

Proposed by Cllr Anna Wotherspoon

Seconded by Cllir Jane Kingman

In Favour 10 Clirs Allibone, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Diaz- Mufoz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Sawyer, Wheeler & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/079-To receive any Declarations of Interests and Requests for
Dispensation

None received

STC/25/080-Exclusion of the Press and Public

Due to the confidential nature of the business item 12 under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s3,
it is likely that a motion will be proposed to exclude members of the public and press during discussion of this item.

STC/25/081-Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Proposal 2 - It was RESOLVED to confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting of Stamford Town
Council held on Monday, 29 September 2025

Proposed by Clir Max Sawyer

Seconded by ClIr Barry Devereux

In Favour 10 Cllrs Allibone, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Diaz- Mufoz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Sawyer, Wheeler & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/082- Use of Delegated Powers

The Clerk reported that she had used delegated powers for the addition of smoke detectors and call points in the staff
and filing rooms which had been highlighted by insurance as well as hiring a new afternoon receptionist for the Town
Hall.

STC/25/083- Chair’s Report

The Chair started her report by paying tribute to ClIr Pitt who passed away on the 17" October and then reported on
the following events:

e Trustee meeting at Browne’s Hospital

e Heritage Officer’s birthday

e The 50" Anniversary of Stamford Lions tea party
e 80™ Anniversary of Welland School of Dancing

e Spooktacular

e Novelty Unsurpassed

Annual Town Council Minutes| Monday, 27 October 2025| Page 2 of 7 Initialled by Chair



The Chair also thanked those involved for the Mayor’s Mindspace Mile, namely the Communications Officer,
Events Officer, Assets Officer, Mayor’s Officer, Heritage Officer and Clirs Rahman, Brewin, Allibone and
Sawyer.

Upcoming Events:

e Burghley Sermon — 2™ November 2025

e Remembrance Sunday — 9" November 2025

e Armistice Day — 11" November 2025

e Mayor’s Charity Curry night — 23" November 2025
e  Christmas Light Switch On — 27" November 2025
e Christmas Market — 29" November 2025

e Charity Concert — 4™ December 2025

STC/25/084- Clerk’s Report

The Clerk reported that there had been no calls for elections regarding the two councillor vacancies and so it would go
to co-option. The notice of vacancy regarding ClIr Pitt’s role would not be advertised until after the funeral out of
respect for her as a town councillor. The Clerk also reminded the council of the precept preparation deadlines as well
as links on calendar invites for meetings for councillors, so they are able to find the documents dependant on each
committee.

STC/25/085- To receive a report for information to Full Council

STC/25/085a- Ward Councillor Reports
Cllr Sawyer reported that the Haddon Road issue had been resolved.

ClIr Devereux reported that a resident had emailed a complaint of Royal mail lockers being delivered
and installed at 2:30am to the local Nisa. SKDC Planning had been contacted and Cllr Kingman
recommended speaking to the Enforcement department regarding this.

STC/25/085b- Outside Bodies Reports

None received.

STC/25/086- Request for Skells Trust to use Town Shield
Proposal 3 - It was RESOLVED to give permission to the Skells Trust to use the Town Shield.

Proposed by Cllir Amanda Wheeler

Seconded by ClIr Max Sawyer

In Favour 10 Cllrs Allibone, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Diaz- Mufoz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Sawyer, Wheeler & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/087- High Street Bollards

Cllr Devereux spoke to the council regarding requesting LCC to fund the installation of bollards on the High Street as
well as ANPR cameras as other councils have successfully applied for permissions from their county councils.

Proposal 4 - It was RESOLVED to request LCC to consider the use of ANPR cameras and ClIr Devereux
to investigate the use of existing SKDC cameras for the police to monitor the town centre along with costs to
get it in motion.

| Proposed by Clir Barry Devereux
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Seconded by ClIr Anna Wotherspoon

In Favour 10 Clirs Allibone, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Diaz- Mufoz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Sawyer, Wheeler & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/088- To approve payments and receive financial reports Bank
Balances

The bank balances were noted by the council.

STC/25/089-Exclusion of the Press and Public
Proposal 5 - It was RESOLVED to enter into a confidential session.

Proposed by Cllr Amanda Wheeler

Seconded by Clir Jane Kingman

In Favour 10 Cllrs Allibone, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Diaz- Mufnoz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Sawyer, Wheeler & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

8.11pm — The meeting continued in Closed Session
Minutes arising from confidential item:

Confidential Officer report was received.

Proposal 6 - It was RESOLVED to accept the details and actions as set out in the officer confidential
personnel report.

Proposed by Clir Kelham Cooke

Seconded by Clir Barry Devereux

In Favour 10 Cllrs Allibone, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Diaz- Mufoz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Sawyer, Wheeler & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

Proposal 7 - It was RESOLVED to support the Stamford Civic Society Report.

Proposed by Clir Barry Devereux

Seconded by ClIr Max Sawyer

In Favour 10 Clirs Allibone, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Diaz- Mufoz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Sawyer, Wheeler & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

8.36pm — Meeting resumed in Open Session.
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STC/25/090-Closure

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.36pm

Date of next meeting — Monday, 24 November 2025

These minutes are subject to confirmation at the next meeting.

Signed on behalf of the Town Council as a true record of the meeting.

Signature Date
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Appendix A
Lincolnshire County Council Councillor Report by Councillor Kelham Cooke

Road Resurfacing — Ryhall Road:
* Completion of Works:

e Councillor Cooke reported that the resurfacing of Ryhall Road has now been completed.

e He acknowledged the disruption caused by the night-time road closures and noise, apologising to residents
affected and noting he also experienced the inconvenience personally.

e He advised that the newly resurfaced stretch should not require further intervention for approximately 20
years.

Transport Boards — Countywide Review:
* Potential Reinstatement:

¢ Councillor Cooke confirmed that the Leader of Lincolnshire County Council has responded regarding the
future of Transport Boards.

e The administration is considering reinstating them, having recognised their value as a forum for discussing
priorities and projects across the county.

e This could result in Stamford once again having an active Transport Board.

Greater Lincolnshire Exhibition:
* Event Feedback:

e Councillor Cooke attended the recent Greater Lincolnshire Exhibition.

e He noted that despite limited lead-in time, businesses and stakeholders rallied effectively, resulting in a strong
and positive showcase for the county.

e He queried what specific measurable outcomes or objectives the event aimed to achieve but confirmed the
intention is for the exhibition to become an annual event, with sponsorship support from organisations such as
Siemens.

County Budget Setting — New Administration:
* Upcoming Priorities:

¢ Councillor Cooke advised that the County Council is preparing for its November budget-setting meeting.
e This will be the first budget developed by the new administration in over 20 years.

¢ He noted that it remains to be seen which services or priorities may shift, given the challenging financial
outlook.

Stamford Bollards Project:
* Scheme Cancelled:

e Councillor Cooke reported that the Reform UK administration is currently reviewing all historic Transport
Board decisions.

e As part of this process, schemes across the county may be withdrawn to reduce expenditure.

e The Stamford bollards scheme has been formally cut, and the administration has confirmed it will not
reconsider or reinstate the project.

* Petition & Leader Visit:
e A public petition on the bollards has received hundreds of signatures.
e Councillor Cooke confirmed that the Leader of the Council, Councillor Shaun Matthews, has agreed to visit

Stamford.
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e A date is awaited; during the visit, Councillor Cooke intends to show him the ongoing issues, provide a wider
walk-round of the town, and highlight local concerns.

e The Leader has previously visited Stamford to inspect drainage issues alongside Councillor Sawyer.

Local Government Reorganisation:
* Countywide Discussions:

¢ Councillor Cooke noted that work on options for Greater Lincolnshire’s future governance structure is
progressing, with updates expected towards the end of November.
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