Minutes of the Stamford Town
Council Meeting

Stamford

Town Council

Held on Monday, 28 July 2025 at 7.030pm
at Stamford Town Hall

Membership
Clir Bret Allibone * Cllr Lisa Brewin A
Clir Luke Chilman AB Cllr Kelham Cooke A
Clir Peter Copley * Cllr Andrew Croft AB
Clir Barry Devereux A Cllr Yvette Diaz- Muiioz *
Clir Ed Fancourt * Cllr Breda-Rae Griffin AB
ClIr Jane Kingman * Cllr Jon Lott *
Clir Julia Ohela * Cllr Marion Pitt A
Cllr Habib Rahman * Cllr Rhea Rayside *
Cllr Max Sawyer * Cllr Jonathan Waples *
Cllr Amanda Wheeler * Cllr Joanna Winterbourne A
Cllr Anna Wotherspoon *

Key: *-Present A -Apologies AB — Absent

Attendees:

Officer: Town Clerk — Sarah Dorson

County/District Councillors: Clir Richard Cleaver — LCC/SKDC
Members of the press: 1

Members of the public: 1

Two members of Stamford Twinning Association were presented with a Mayors Shield for their dedication
to the Association.

Public Question Time -
Marcia May Shop Owner- The Owner reported on the effects of the Town Bridge Closure and the perception that the

Town Centre is closed due to the diversion’s signs.
Lincolnshire County Councillors Report:

There was one verbal and one written LCC Councillor report, a copy of the significant points is
appended to these minutes at APPENDIX A.

South Kesteven District Councillors Report:

There was three verbal SKDC Councillor report, a copy of the significant points is appended to these
minutes at APPENDIX B.

STC/25/003-Apologies — To receive and consider for acceptance

Proposal 1 - Apologies with valid reasons for absence were received and it was RESOLVED to accept
apologies from Cllrs Brewin, Cooke, Devereux, Pitt & Winterbourne.

Proposed by Clir Max Sawyer

Seconded by Cllir Jane Kingman
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In Favour 13 Cllrs Allibone, Copley, Diaz- Mufioz, Fancourt, Kingman, Lott, Ohela,
Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/004-To receive any Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensation

None received

STC/25/005-Exclusion of the Press and Public
Nothing to report

STC/25/010-Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Proposal 2 - It was RESOLVED to confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting of Stamford Town Council held
on Monday, 30 June 2025

Proposed by CllIr Rhea Rayside

Seconded by Cllr Jonathan Waples

In Favour 13 Cllrs Allibone, Copley, Diaz- Mufioz, Fancourt, Kingman, Lott, Ohela,
Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/020- Use of Delegated Powers

The Council were informed First Aid supply were purchase under the Town Clerks Delegated Authority at a cost of
£93.56

STC/25/020- Resolution for approval from Committees
Nothing to report

STC/25/020- Chairs Report

The Chair provided an update on engagements attended and key matters since the last meeting;:
Attendance at Events:

e Attended Stamford School’s end-of-year prize giving.

o Hosted the Mayor’s Inauguration, with representation from current councillors, former mayors,
community leaders, and youth councillors.

o Attended the 100th Anniversary of Tarasivka in Derbyshire with Stamford’s Ukrainian Sunflower
Choir, followed by hosting them at the Town Council as part of the Ukrainian Community
Celebration. The event featured an impromptu performance by a visiting Ukrainian concert pianist.

o Attended the Tolethorpe Youth Theatre production of Wuthering Heights at Tolethorpe Hall,
alongside councillors from STC, SKDC, LCC, and Rutland County Council.

o Participated in the 800th Anniversary Celebration at St George’s Church.

e Attended the SKDC Government Reorganisation briefing (slides circulated to councillors).

o Attended the Green Room Piano Recital at St Martin’s Church, featuring international musicians
aged 10-20.
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Unitary Authority Preparations:

e Advised that SKDC will submit its final proposal in November 2025. Public consultation feedback
will follow in early 2026, with a decision expected in spring 2026 and implementation in April 2028.

o Noted that the change will likely result in increased responsibilities for Stamford Town Council and
suggested that the matter be considered by the Finance & Governance Committee.

Deputising:
e Thanks to ClIr Jane Kingman for representing the Mayor at the civic reception for Kutna Hora.

Upcoming Events:

e VJ Day event on Friday, 15 August 2025 at 11:00am on Broad Street, in partnership with the Royal
British Legion.

e Ukrainian Independence Day Concert at Browns Hospital on Sunday, 24 August 2025 at 4:00pm,
featuring local professional musicians performing Ukrainian folk music.

STC/25/020- Clerk’s Report

Uffington Road Lease — Stamford College Old Boys Rugby Club:

e The lease for the Uffington Road site was signed by council several weeks ago, having previously
been agreed by the Assets & Services Committee. The Rugby Club has expressed concern about
delays in receiving formal confirmation of completion from the solicitors, which is preventing them
from committing substantial funds to make the site usable for the forthcoming season.

e Councillors discussed the matter and expressed frustration with the lack of progress from the
solicitors, Buckles. It was suggested that the Council may need to consider re-tendering legal
services in future.

e Members noted the importance of establishing a comprehensive property database to record all assets
and associated covenants, enabling informed decision-making before committing to expenditure.

Disposal of Obsolete IT and Equipment:

e Approval was sought and granted for the disposal of obsolete IT equipment, broken items, and
surplus materials stored at the Town Hall. Laptops and other devices containing data will be disposed
of via confidential waste services.

e Councillors noted that some scrap materials, such as kettle leads, may have a small monetary value if
recycled, but agreed to proceed with the disposal.

Proposal 2 - It was RESOLVED To approve the delegation to the Clerk to dispose of obsolete IT Equipment and
various broken items stored.

Proposed by Clir Rhea Rayside

Seconded by Cllr Jonathan Waples

In Favour 13 Clirs Allibone, Copley, Diaz- Mufioz, Fancourt, Kingman, Lott, Ohela,
Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED
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Flood Reporting Posters:

e Lincolnshire County Council’s updated flood reporting posters have been circulated. Larger posters
will be displayed on notice boards, with information also shared via the Council’s social media
channels.

Consultations:

o Councillors were reminded to respond to current Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) consultations and a
consultation from Rutland County Council regarding the discharge of conditions, with comments due
by 7 August 2025.

STC/25/021- To receive a report for information to Full Council

STC/25/021a- Ward Councillor Reports
Cllr Kingman

ClIr Kingman reported that the former Gardens properties at Lumbys Terrace are overgrown and attracting vandalism
and antisocial behaviour. She noted that SKDC had previously indicated the properties would be sold, but this now
appears unlikely. The properties, which are one-bedroom homes with gardens, are in high demand for single
occupants; however, refurbishment costs may be prohibitive. She suggested that if the properties were sold, the
proceeds could be reinvested into building more council or social housing. Cllr Kingman confirmed she is in contact
with SKDC for clarification and will continue to pursue the matter to ensure a positive outcome for the community.

ClIr Devereux

ClIr Devereux report was read out by the Chair, a copy of the report is appended to these minutes at Appendix
C

STC/25/021b- Outside Bodies Reports
Clir Allibone — Citizens Advice

Cllr Allibone reported that Citizens Advice South Lincolnshire is facing a significant financial shortfall, with two
funding streams ending in May 2025, resulting in a loss of approximately £60,000. The board has agreed a revised
budget, a new staffing structure, and service changes to ensure sustainability. As part of these changes, the weekly
sessions at Ryhall Road will be reduced from two to one, although efforts are being made to secure funding to
continue outreach work with the food bank and Mindspace, despite declining funding in those areas. It was confirmed
that the specific project for which Stamford Town Council had recently awarded grant funding can no longer proceed;
however, the funds have not yet been drawn down. Citizens Advice will submit an alternative proposal for
consideration at the next Finance Committee meeting.

STC/25/022- Update on Floodlights

The Chair reported on discussions with the Reverend at All Saints Church regarding floodlight repairs,
noting that the Council had received a written report on the matter, which had been circulated to councillors
in advance. It was confirmed that the Council has no legal obligation to undertake the works but may do so
under the General Power of Competence on a discretionary basis. Concerns were raised regarding the open-
ended nature of providing such support and the implications for other floodlit buildings in Stamford.

Two options were discussed:
1. Provide support for the current request as a one-off.

2. Require future requests to be made through the Community Grant process to ensure transparency and
a clear record of costs and purpose.
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It was generally agreed that the latter option would provide an appropriate framework for any future support,
while still allowing the Council to consider the current request.

Proposal 3 - It was RESOLVED That All Saints Church be invited to apply for a Community Grant to
cover the cost of floodlight repairs, to be considered in line with the Council’s standard grant awarding
process.

Proposed by Cllr Jonathan Waples

Seconded by Cllr Habib Rahman

In Favour 11 Cllrs Allibone, Copley, Fancourt, Kingman, Lott, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside,
Waples, Wheeler, & Wotherspoon

Against 1 CllIr Sawyer

Abstentions 1 Cllr Diaz- Muiioz (¢)

MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/022- To approve payments and receive financial reports Bank Balances
Proposal 3 - It was RESOLVED to acknowledge the bank balances as of Monday, 30 June 2025 (latest

statement(s))
Bank Payments Account 0019 £ 7,805.38 Bank Instant Access 3260 £ 411,708.45
S&W Account 9485 £ 20,288.02 Investment Account CCLA £250,000
Investment Account 32-day 42LS £ 1104,149.31 Petty Cash £ 65.72

And It was RESOLVED the Council notes the bank balance, list of payments and balance sheet.

Proposed by Cllr Jane Kingman

Seconded by Cllr Jonathan Waples

In Favour 13 Clirs Allibone, Copley, Diaz- Mufioz, Fancourt, Kingman, Lott, Ohela,
Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/024-Closure

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.17pm

Date of next meeting — Monday, 30 June 2025

These minutes are subject to confirmation at the next meeting.

Signed on behalf of the Town Council as a true record of the meeting.

Signature Date
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Appendix A

Councillor Richard Cleaver
Report to Stamford Town Council 30 July 2025
Lincolnshire County Council & South Kesteven District Council

This month | have attended Cabinet, Full Council, and the Finance and Economic Overview and Scrutiny
Committee at SKDC, the Health Scrutiny Committee for Lincolnshire, and the LCC Culture and Children’s
Scrutiny Committee.

Transport — ClIr Cooke has kindly published the latest official update on the town bridge waterproofing
project. We both continue to assist with the small number of concerns and suggestions which are made to
us — mostly about signage. SKDC continue to put out comms to encourage footfall in the retail areas of the
town centre.

Central government has named Stamford as one of 50 railway stations for which funding is being provided
to assess the need for improved access.

LCC has announced that the 2 EV charging points on Station Rd will be installed on 21t September. The 8
EV new points on Cattlemarket car park are expected to go live in the next fortnight. | have not yet been
given dates for the installation of the other LCC points across the town.

On ClIr Cooke’s behalf | should say that the Ryhall Rd resurfacing scheme was approved at pre-decision
scrutiny by the LCC Highways committee this morning, so it should now be simply a formality for the LCC
Executive member for Highways to sign it off.

| joined the leader of LCC together with the Local Highways Manager and other LCC officers, Clir Sawyer
(who’d arranged the meeting), and a persistent complainant on Casterton Rd last week to discuss the
clearance of drains. As a result of the meeting, we expect the completion of the remaining work on
clearing the drains and jetting through the pipes to be accelerated. It should be noted that during the
weekend of the 19-20 July 35mm of rain fell on Stamford, 7mm of it in a single half-hour period. Despite
this, no properties were flooded, no vehicles were damaged, and there were no reports of injuries to
people or their pets.

Cllr Cooke and | have asked that the waiting restrictions on Red Lion Square and St Pauls street by the side
of M&S are tightened by changing the bays from ‘Loading Only’ to ‘Goods Vehicles Only’. This will allow for
much better targeted enforcement. A couple of spaces at the eastern end of the St Paul’s Street bays will
remain ‘loading only” however to allow car drivers to collect from M&S and drop goods off at Age UK.
Network Rail has been approached with a view to acquiring the footpath along the dismantled railway
track along the south bank of the river between the end of Welland Mews and Hudd’s Mill so that the
footpath can be reopened. Network Rail have so far rebutted our approaches, but I'm not giving up!
Culture and Leisure — | am pushing to have money put aside in next year’s SKDC budget to refurbish the
toilets and changing rooms at Stamford Leisure Pool and | hope that Stamford’s other SKDC councillors will
support me in this. This will be discussed at a property meeting with senior SKDC officers tomorrow
morning.

Health — | am still awaiting a response from NHS Lincolnshire regarding the capacity of the Phlebotomy
unit. | still don’t have a publication date for the report on the Stamford Engagement exercise. As soon as
the date is known, the report will be scheduled for consideration by the Health Scrutiny Committee for
Lincolnshire.

Following the revelations regarding the maintenance and lease arrangements at the St Mary’s surgery,
https://www.lincsonline.co.uk/stamford/news/gps-may-be-asked-to-leave-town-surgery-9426814/ | have
asked NHS Lincolnshire to provide assurance that the problems will now be addressed.

Local Government Reorganisation — | hope those who attended last week’s briefing in the Arts Centre
found it useful. There have been no further developments during the past week.

Planning — The SKDC consultation on the proposed revisions to the local plan is now open:
https://southkesteven.oc2.uk/ - please encourage residents to take part.
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We have still not yet had sight of the draft S106 agreements relating to Quarry Farm — although more than
6 months have passed since RCC’s planning committee approved the scheme.
Libraries — This graph was included in the papers for the scrutiny committee last Friday.

Social Value

Breaking the total social value generated down into the impact indicators for libraries, this
equates to:

e Subjective Wellbeing - £21,430,497

e Quality of Life - £3,402,658

e Increased Educational Attainment - £36,977

e Reduced medical Service Usage (GP) - £73,506

¢ Reduced medical Service usage (Psychotherapy) - £79,074

Social Value by site/service 2024/25
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Public WiFi — This is now live in Stamford Town centre with routers attached to most of the CCTV cameras.
The service is called ‘S Kesteven Free WiFi’ and once you have connected for the first time it will
automatically reconnect every time you enter the town centre. It also retains connection as you move
about the town centre. It works in 5 of the car parks, making it even quicker and easier to pay using the
RingGo app.
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Appendix B
South Kesteven District Council Councillor Report by Councillor Rayside
Leisure Meeting:

Attended the Cultural Leisure Committee Scrutiny Committee on 15 July 2025 and raised concerns about the
facilities at the Recreation Centre. Requested that funding be allocated in the 2025/26 budget to ensure these
facilities are upgraded. Confirmed support for securing this funding for the benefit of Stamford residents and
noted that the Town Council and SKDC ward councillors are likely to support the proposal.

Dog Fouling at Cemetery:

Reported receiving multiple complaints about dog fouling within the cemetery. Confirmed that additional
signage will be installed to emphasise the seriousness of the issue. Issued a public reminder for responsible
dog ownership, stressing that allowing a dog to foul on graves is both disrespectful and unacceptable. The
matter will be enforced firmly to ensure compliance.

South Kesteven District Council Councillor Report by Councillor Max Sawyer
Police Liaison

Police Report:

Confirmed that no written or verbal police report was received for the meeting. Contacted the usual
police representative, who is currently on holiday, and was advised that a report could not be
provided at this time.

Police Resourcing:

Noted concerns regarding a possible shortfall in police cover for Stamford. This will be followed up
with the SKDC councillor responsible for police liaison to obtain clarification and further
information.

South Kesteven District Council Councillor Report by Councillor Jane Kingman
Taxi Licensing Concerns:

Reported ongoing issues with taxi provision and licensing in Stamford. A meeting was held at the Arts Centre with
local taxi drivers to gather feedback on their concerns, which were subsequently submitted to SKDC Licensing. Two
weeks on, no response was received. Emphasised the importance of following up to ensure that drivers’ concerns are
addressed and to avoid perceptions that the consultation was merely a “tick box” exercise.
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Appendix C

Ward Report — St George’s Ward

On Wednesday July 23", 2025, there was another vehicle accident at the crossroad of Cliffe Road and New
Cross Road which has resulted in damages to both persons and property. The investigation is still ongoing,
so the full details are unable to be released as it stands but the incident does represent yet another
example of the inadequacies of the monitoring of parking restrictions by both Lincolnshire Police and
Lincolnshire County Council where Stamford is concerned.

On April 8", 2024, Jake Adams tragically lost his life when he was involved in a collision between his
motorcycle and a car. 3 weeks later, the double yellow lines were painted at the junction after a
consultation that had started 11 months previously and instigated by Councillor Fancourt.

| was approached by several members of the public in 2024 about dangerous parking throughout the town
and visited several residents to discuss this and take photos of the locations. These photos, along with
additional comments, were forwarded to LCC Highways (via Clir Cooke) and the response that came back
was disappointing:

"I have had a word with the Traffic team and at this point in time they have no proposals on the table to look at this or any other
junction in the area. At this point in time therefore the team won’t be doing any further investigations at other locations. It is
appreciated that residents don’t have enough off-street parking and use areas on-street, and also workers and visitors also want
to use the on-street areas to avoid car park charges. If they are parking in a way that causes visibility and obstruction issues, then

the Police are in a position to look at this. Most on the pictures for example are going against the highway code guidance which
can still attract enforcement action by those that have the powers.”

It is all well and good saying that the Police will prosecute dangerous parkers or that enforcement will take
place via LCC — however, it appears that, due to the inadequate resources available for both in Stamford,
they are ‘passing the buck’ to each other, with no one wanting to take ownership of the situation. All this
means is that the residents of Stamford are the ones left handing the can and being forced to encounter
dangerous parking and driving on a regular basis with no accountability anywhere.

There have been an additional number of parking restrictions raised, consulted upon and agreed
throughout the town since then — Roman Bank/corner of Tinwell Road Lane, Back Lane, Kesteven Road, Red
Lion Square, St Paul’s Street. These have all been raised since the tragic event last April.

| was contacted initially on Wednesday evening by the former partner of Jake Adams to bring the incident
of that evening to my attention. Since then, | have had contact from several other residents who live on or
around New Cross Road who have provided statements, photos and videos of multiple occasions of traffic
accidents, dangerous parking and inconsiderate parking.

One of the main causes of excessive traffic levels on New Cross Road is that it is the first street that is
outside of the Stamford residents’ parking zone. Therefore, there are no restrictions for anyone who parks
there during the day. This therefore enables town centre workers who don’t want to or cannot afford to pay
the daily parking charge in SKDC car parks to park free of charge all day. This creates a one lane road all the
way from Conduit Road to Ratcliffe Road due to the excess of parked cars. During rush hour periods and
school drop off and pick up times, the traffic builds up to a point of almost standstill. This naturally creates
road rage and speeding vehicles which leads to more incidents.
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| have also been provided with multiple examples of inconsiderate parking — vehicles parking across
residents’ driveways and dropped kerbs, meaning access on or off their own land for them is often difficult
and sometimes impossible.

And this brings me onto parking creep (as | call it). Whenever restrictions are introduced along a road, then
the cars parked there just move slightly further out of town. In St Georges this is perfectly exhibited along
South View Terrace, along which restrictions have just been implemented. Throughout the working day,
because it is only 2 hours free parking for nonresidents, the road is almost empty. But the cars that used to
park there now park further along New Cross Road, up Green Lane or throughout the surrounding roads
such as Kings Road, Queens Street, Princes Road....in fact apart from on market day, it is a similar situation
on the road on which | live — Vine Street.

With limited resource for additional traffic wardens or an increased local police presence, the dangerous
parking is never going to be adequately managed. And as LCC Highways continue to restrict parking on a
case-by-case basis, rather than looking at the whole of Stamford and the bigger picture, the situation is only
going to get worse. And imagine what it will be like when the 2268 additional homes are built to the north
of Stamford (SND, QF and Exeter Fields) It is all well and good SKDC providing the extra 144 spaces at the
Cattle market but in reality, those will only ever be close to full on Friday mornings of for special events —
definitely not on a Wednesday afternoon in November!

| have attempted to engage with our County Councillors in asking for a town-wide review of the parking
restrictions, but this doesn’t get beyond the first step — my request always gets shut down immediately.
Apparently, it isn’t needed as there isn’t a problem!! Well the residents of St Georges Ward are speaking out
so | beg to differ.

I am awaiting a call from the investigating officer from Lincs Police regarding the incident on Wednesday
and will report back accordingly

In the meantime, | will be collating all of the statements and media received and sending these to LCC
Highways directly — the appropriate route with the former administration gained no traction at all so maybe
the direct approach could pay dividends. | have received nearly a dozen statements from residents of St
George’s Ward as well as photographic evidence to support the issue. I've also received copies of emails
between a resident and Lincs Police, SKDC and LCC and our former MPs about their personal situation.

| would welcome any support gratefully from my fellow councillors with this — it may well be that | continue
to bang my head against the proverbial brick wall but, as a fellow councillor pointed out to me, this is what
being a member of a town or parish council should be about — it is a local issue affecting local residents and
it is those residents who voted for me in May 2023 so | will do all | can to support them on this and to try
and make a difference — after all, that is the main reason | agreed to stand.
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