Minutes of the Annual Town
Council Meeting

Held on Monday, 30 June 2025 at 7.030pm
at Stamford Town Hall

Stamford

Town Council

Membership
Clir Bret Allibone * Cllr Lisa Brewin *
Clir Luke Chilman AB Cllr Kelham Cooke A
Clir Peter Copley * Cllr Andrew Croft A
Clir Barry Devereux * Cllr Yvette Diaz- Muiioz *
Clir Ed Fancourt * Cllr Breda-Rae Griffin AB
ClIr Jane Kingman * Cllr Jon Lott A
Clir Julia Ohela * Cllr Marion Pitt A
Cllr Habib Rahman * Cllr Rhea Rayside *
Cllr Max Sawyer * Cllr Jonathan Waples A
Cllr Amanda Wheeler * Cllr Joanna Winterbourne *
Cllr Anna Wotherspoon *

Key: *-Present A -Apologies AB — Absent

Attendees:

Officer: Town Clerk — Sarah Dorson, Office Administrator — Megan Roberts
County/District Councillors: Clir Richard Cleaver — LCC/SKDC

Chaplin Rev Ben Topham — St Georges Church

Members of the press: 1 online

Members of the public: 1 online

Public Question Time -

Lincolnshire County Councillors Report:

There was one verbal and one written LCC Councillor report, a copy of the significant points is
appended to these minutes at APPENDIX A.

STC/25/025-Apologies — To receive and consider for acceptance

Proposal 1 - Apologies with valid reasons for absence were received and it was RESOLVED to accept
apologies from Cllrs, Cooke, Croft, Lott, Pitt & Waples

Proposed by Clir Jane Kingman

Seconded by Cllr Joanna Winterbourne

In Favour 14 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Copley, Devereux, Diaz-Mufioz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne &
Wotherspoon

Against 0

Abstentions 0

MOTION CARRIED
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STC/25/026-To receive any Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensation

None received

STC/25/027-Exclusion of the Press and Public

Due to the confidential nature of the business item 13 under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s3,
it is likely that a motion will be proposed to exclude members of the public and press during discussion of this item.

STC/25/028-Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Proposal 2 - It was RESOLVED to confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting of Stamford Town Council held
on Tuesday, 27 May 2025

Proposed by ClIr Bret Allibone

Seconded by ClIr Habib Rahman

In Favour 12 Clirs Allibone, Brewin, Diaz-Muioz, Fancourt, Kingman, Ohela, Rahman,
Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne & Wotherspoon

Against 0
Abstentions 2 Copley (A) & Devereux(A)
MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/029- Use of Delegated Powers

Facilities Hygiene Provision:

It was noted that, under delegated authority, the Town Clerk had arranged for the installation of sanitary bins
in the Town Hall toilets and an incontinence bin in the male toilets at Red Lion Square. This operational
decision was taken in line with statutory compliance requirements and staff safety, following advice from the
Council’s Health & Safety consultant and reports from staff encountering uncontained waste. The provision
supports hygiene, dignity, and legal duties under the Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 and COSHH
Regulations and aligns with national guidance such as the ‘Boys Need Bins’ campaign. The annual cost of
provision is £127.40 for Red Lion Square and £228.28 for the Town Hall.

STC/25/030- Appointment of Membership to Committees

STC/25/030a- Finance & Governance Committee

Proposal 3 - It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllrs Waples & Rahman to the Finance & Governance
Committee.

Proposed by Cllr Joanna Winterbourne

Seconded by Cllir Jane Kingman

In Favour 14 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Copley, Devereux, Diaz-Mufioz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne &
Wotherspoon

Against 0

Abstentions 0

MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/030b- Planning Committee
Proposal 4 - It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Waples to the Planning Committee.

Proposed by CllIr Joanna Winterbourne

Seconded by Cllr Jane Kingman
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In Favour 14 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Copley, Devereux, Diaz-Mufioz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne &

Wotherspoon
Against 0
Abstentions 0
MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/030c- Tourism Advisory Committee

Proposal 5 - It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllrs Rahman, Sawyer, Winterbourne & Wotherspoon to the
Tourism Advisory Committee

Proposed by Clir Joanna Winterbourne

Seconded by Cllr Jane Kingman

In Favour 14 Clirs Allibone, Brewin, Copley, Devereux, Diaz-Muifioz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne &
Wotherspoon

Against 0

Abstentions 0

MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/031- Resolution for approval from Committees
Nothing to report

STC/25/032- Chairs Report

The Chair thanked members for their kind support during her first month as Mayor and reflected on recent
engagements. She welcomed the opportunity for different faith and community representatives to lead
prayers at future meetings, encouraging councillors to suggest individuals from their own networks.

Key engagements attended:

e Rotary Lunch at The George Hotel (with Cllr Diaz)

o Stamford College’s Party in the Car Park

o Shoestring Theatre Group performance at the Arts Centre

e St Martin’s Singers concert at St John’s Church

o Ketton Green Day (with other Climate & Environment Committee members)
o Launch of Shop Stamford’s Little Book of Stamford

e Armed Forces Day flag-raising ceremony

o RAF Wittering evening visit

Thanks were extended to Cllr Kingman for representing the Mayor at:

o Stamford Mercury Archive Society Book Launch
o Stamford Civic Society’s “Best Street” vote (High Street came 1st, followed by St Mary’s Street)

Other updates:

e Appreciation given to volunteers including members of the public who have helped water the newly
planted hedging during recent dry spells.
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e Two commemorative flags have been received to mark St George’s Church’s 800th anniversary. One
may be flown during the celebration week, subject to confirmation on flag protocol due to limited

flagpole availability.

Upcoming Dates:

e 3 July: Mayor’s Inauguration

e 17 July: St George’s Church 800-Year Celebration

e 22 July: SKDC Government Reorganisation Briefing

e 27 July: Ukrainian Community Celebration, including a performance by the Sunflower Choir
(invitation to follow, approx. 2:30pm)

STC/25/033- Clerk’s Report

STC/25/033a- All Saints Church Floodlight repairs

The Town Clerk reported that All Saints Church had requested repairs to their floodlights, originally installed
by the Civic Society with Skells Trust funding. There is no formal record confirming Council responsibility,
although past correspondence suggests the Council has previously paid for bulb replacements informally.
Members noted the need for further information before making any decision, including potential costs and any
documentation held by the church.

Proposal 6 - It was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk will forward all relevant correspondence to the Chair,
who will make further enquiries with All Saints Church to establish the background, ownership, and
estimated repair costs of the floodlights. The Chair will report back to Full Council once sufficient
information is available for a decision to be made.

Proposed by Cllr Joanna Winterbourne

Seconded by CllIr Jane Kingman

In Favour 14 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Copley, Devereux, Diaz-Mufioz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne &
Wotherspoon

Against 0

Abstentions 0

MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/033b- Committee Chairs

The Town Clerk reminded Committee Chairs and all councillors of the importance of responding to
correspondence related to their roles and responsibilities. This includes enquiries from members of the public,
fellow councillors, and council officers. It was noted that there have been recent instances where responses
were not received, resulting in delays, confusion, and frustration particularly for members of the public
awaiting replies. Where an enquiry is redirected by an officer or the Clerk, it is with the expectation that the
appropriate councillor will respond directly and in a timely manner.

STC/25/033c- Twinning Reception

Councillors were reminded of the upcoming Twinning Reception for visitors from Kutna Hora, to be held on
Wednesday, 9th July at 7:00pm.

STC/25/034- Councillor & Staff Headshots

Members considered the report outlining the need for updated headshots of councillors and staff, along with a new full
council group photograph. It was noted that the current images are outdated and inconsistent, having been taken at
different times and by various photographers. A uniform set of photographs will ensure consistency across the website,
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newsletters, and other internal and public-facing materials. Several quotes were reviewed and discussed to determine
the most suitable option.

Proposal 7 - It was RESOLVED to accept quote C at a cost of £170. Contractor selected is Don Lambert.

Proposed by Clir Barry Devereux

Seconded by Cllr Bret Allibone

In Favour 14 Clirs Allibone, Brewin, Copley, Devereux, Diaz-Muifioz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne &
Wotherspoon

Against 0

Abstentions 0

MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/035- To receive a report for information to Full Council

STC/25/035a- Ward Councillor Reports

Cllr Kingman reported issues with rat activity around back of Conduit Road, likely originating from
an overgrown, unoccupied garden. South Kesteven District Council has been made aware and site
visits are expected. Additional sightings in St George’s Ward were also noted, and councillors were
encouraged to share any related reports so the matter can be escalated as a wider issue.

Clir Allibone highlighted blocked drains along Casterton Road, particularly between Waverley
Gardens and the petrol station. The matter has been reported to Lincolnshire Highways due to the risk
of surface water flooding in heavy rain.

Cllr Devereux provided an update on discussions regarding the potential establishment of a Men’s
Shed in Stamford. A recent meeting at the MindSpace Garden attracted strong community interest,
and a follow-up meeting is scheduled. Discussions include possible locations are being explored.

Cllr Sawyer reported ongoing concerns relating to anti-social behaviour and suspected drug activity
in the Northumberland Avenue area. The police and SKDC are aware. Additionally, he highlighted a
case involving a severely disabled resident seeking relocation to more suitable accommodation and
mentioned a complaint from a resident regarding a persistent odour issue.

STC/25/035b- Outside Bodies Reports
Nothing to report

STC/25/036- To approve payments and receive financial reports Bank Balances

Proposal 8 - It was RESOLVED to acknowledge the bank balances as of Saturday, 31 May 2025 (latest
statement(s))

Account ending 0019 £ 8247.51 Account ending 3260 £ 488,090.08
Account ending 9485 £ 22,568.99 Investment Account CCLA £ 250,000
Investment Account 35LS £ 103,966.42 Petty Cash £ 65.72

And It was RESOLVED to the Council notes the bank balance, list of payments and balance sheet:

Proposed by Cllr Joanna Winterbourne

Seconded by Cllr Jane Kingman

In Favour 14 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Copley, Devereux, Diaz-Muifioz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne &
Wotherspoon

Against 0
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Abstentions

| 0

MOTION CARRIED

STC/25/037-Exclusion of the Press and Public

Proposal 9 - It was RESOLVED to enter into a confidential session.

Proposed by Cllr Amanda Wheeler

Seconded by Clir Rhea Rayside

In Favour 14 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Copley, Devereux, Diaz-Mufioz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne &
Wotherspoon

Against 0

Abstentions 0

MOTION CARRIED

8.15pm — The meeting continued in Closed Session
Minutes arising from confidential item:

Confidential Officer report was received and NOTED.
Proposal 10 - It was RESOLVED to approve the temporary contract change.

Proposed by Cllr Jane Kingman

Seconded by ClIr Rhea Rayside

In Favour 14 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Copley, Devereux, Diaz-Mufioz, Fancourt,
Kingman, Ohela, Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne &
Wotherspoon

Against 0

Abstentions 0

MOTION CARRIED

8.17pm — Meeting resumed in Open Session.

STC/25/038-Closure

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.17pm

Date of next meeting — Monday, 28 July 2025

These minutes are subject to confirmation at the next meeting.

Signed on behalf of the Town Council as a true record of the meeting.

Signature

Date
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Appendix A

Lincolnshire County Council & South Kesteven District Council Report by
Councillor Richard Cleaver

Report to Stamford Town Council 30 June 2025
Lincolnshire County Council & South Kesteven District Council

This month | have attended at SKDC, and the Health Scrutiny Committee for Lincolnshire.

Transport — Members will be aware of the decision to close the Town Bridge for six weeks for important
repairs. Clir Cooke and | have requested a number of mitigations be provided and we await a response
about these. They include a 50mph limit on the Al part of the diversionary route, physical signage and
information on Satnav Apps which will divert people to the most appropriate car parks, and a temporary
taxi rank on Bath Row for Railway Station users. We have also asked to be consulted about the traffic
signage plan.

Health — | still have no update from NHS Lincolnshire on the renewal of the lease on the St Mary’s Surgery
building in Wharf Rd or the outcome of NHS Lincolnshire’s public engagement on Healthcare Provision in
Stamford. | will follow these up this week. | have pursued the complaints | received regarding waiting times
at the Phlebotomy Unit at Stamford Hospital, and await the latest monthly usage figures in order to
determine whether the situation has now eased.

The government in Westminster has told all Local ICBs that they must cut their head office running costs by
50 per cent in a single year. This has led Lincolnshire ICB to agree to merge its head office functions with
Nottinghamshire. There is no cut to the overall NHS budget for the county.

Local Government Reorganisation — LCC’s Executive will consider this at its meeting next week. It is being
recommended that they now propose a single option which is for Greater Lincolnshire to be divided into
two unitary authorities — one in the north created by a merger of North Lincolnshire (Scunthorpe) and
North East Lincolnshire (Grimsby) — and one consisting of the whole of the current LCC area created by the
abolition of its current 7 districts and LCC itself.

Rutland has launched a public survey about its future which closes on 20 July. | hope that STC will support
the SKDC proposal for a Unitary consisting of SK, NK, South Holland and Rutland.

Planning — I’'m very disappointed to report SKDC’s planning committee has granted planning permission for
268 new homes on the Exeter Gateway site which borders Empingham Road and the Al.

Waste Collection — SKDC is improving its collection rounds to make them more economical and resilient to
operate. This will mean that everyone’s bin collection day will change and the precise details will be
announced in good time before the changes begin in September.
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/recycling/new-bin-collection-rounds

Weekly food waste collections will begin next year in line with central government regulations. Every
household will be provided with a small caddy to hold food waste indoors and a small bin for outdoors. A
separate fleet of vehicles will collect the food waste which will be disposed of in anaerobic digestion plants.

Bus Station — | am still trying to ensure that arrangements are in place to ensure adequate parking for the
increasing number of tourist coaches visiting the town.
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