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STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON TUESDAY, 29 APRIL 2025 AT 7pm 

AT STAMFORD TOWN HALL 
 

PRESENT  Cllr Kelham Cooke (Chair / Town Mayor)     Cllr Amanda Wheeler (Vice Chair) 

 

Cllr Bret Allibone  Cllr Lisa Brewin Cllr Peter Copley  Cllr Barry Devereux   

Cllr Yvette Díaz- Muñoz Cllr Ed Fancourt   Cllr Julia Ohela  Cllr Marion Pitt   

Cllr Rhea Rayside  Cllr Max Sawyer Cllr Jonathan Waples         

Cllr Joanna Winterbourne      Cllr Anna Wotherspoon 

 

 

ABSENT: Cllr Luke Chilman  Cllr Andrew Croft   Cllr Breda-Rae Griffin    

Cllr Jane Kingman  Cllr Habib Rahman      Cllr Jon Lott 

  

IN ATTENDANCE Sarah Dorson – Town Clerk 

 

ALSO PRESENT     Press 

   LCC Cllrs Cleaver 

 

Prayers were led by Father Shaw 

 

Public Participation  

No Public at the meeting 

 

To receive a report for information to Full Council 
i. Lincolnshire County Councillors Report: 

There was one verbal and one written LCC Councillor report, a copy of the significant points 

is appended to these minutes at APPENDIX A.  

 

ii. South Kesteven District Councillors Report: 

There were three verbal SKDC Councillor reports, a copy of the significant points is 

appended to these minutes at APPENDIX B.  

 

iii. Police Report:  

There was one verbal report, a copy of the significant points is appended to these minutes 

at APPENDIX C. 

  

Formal meeting started 7.16pm 

 

1. Apologies for Absence   
 

Proposal 1 - Apologies with valid reasons for absence were received and it was RESOLVED 

to accept apologies from Cllrs Chilman, Croft & Rahman 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Amanda Wheeler  

For 15 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Díaz- Muñoz, 

Fancourt, Ohela, Pitt, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, 

Winterbourne, Wotherspoon   

Against 0  

Abstained 0  

Motion CARRIED 
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2. Declarations of Interest 
No declarations were made during the meeting. 

3. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday, 25 March 2025 
Proposal 2 - The official minutes of the meeting of the Council were received and it was 

RESOLVED to adopt the minutes from Full Council meeting held on Tuesday, 25 February 

2025 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Rhea Rayside 

For 15 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Díaz- Muñoz, 

Fancourt, Ohela, Pitt, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, 

Winterbourne, Wotherspoon   

Against 0  

Abstained 0  

Motion CARRIED 

 

4. To receive and note minutes of and/or to determine recommendations by 

committees  

Discussions were held regarding the minutes of the previously held committee meetings with 

a regard to noting the recommendations  

 

• Planning Committee - Monday, 07 April 2025 

• Civic & Community - Tuesday, 08 April 2025 

• Heritage & Collections Committee- Wednesday, 09 April 2025 

• Finance & Governance Committee - Monday, 14 April 2025 

 

5. Chair’s Report 
The Chair report was received and NOTED 

• Pre-Election Period (Purdah): 

The Chair noted that the past month had been quieter than usual due to the pre-

election period and related campaigning activities. 

• Business Visit – Moore People: 

The Chair undertook a visit to Moore People, a local business, and participated in 

a podcast with members of their team. This engagement offered valuable insight 

into the organisation’s work and was a positive opportunity to connect with local 

employees. 

• Stamford in Bloom Headquarters Opening: 

The Chair attended the official opening of the Stamford in Bloom Headquarters 

alongside Councillor Sawyer. The event was well-attended and celebrated 

community spirit, civic pride, and environmental engagement within the town. 

6. Clerk’s Report including correspondence 
Officer report was received and NOTED.  

• VE Day and Beacon Lighting Events: 
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Posters promoting the VE Day Celebration and Beacon Lighting Ceremony have been 

produced and circulated. Councillors are encouraged to collect and display these in the 

community. 

A volunteer sign-up sheet is being passed around for both events. Councillors are 

asked to indicate their availability to assist, with coordination being handled by the 

Community Events Officer. 

• Freedom of Information (FOI) and Subject Access Requests (SAR): 

The Council has received both a Freedom of Information request and a Subject Access 

Request. The Clerk is currently processing these. 

FOI responses will be published on the Council’s website in accordance with statutory 

obligations. SARs, which pertain to individual data subjects, will not be made public 

due to data protection legislation. 

The Clerk noted that the legal timescales for responding to these requests take 

precedence over general correspondence. Councillors are asked to bear with the Clerk 

if there are slight delays in non-urgent communications. 

• End-of-Year Audit and AGAR Preparation: 

The Clerk is working closely with the Council’s internal auditor to prepare the Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for submission. 

All relevant documentation is being finalised and will be presented to Full Council at 

the next meeting for approval in accordance with audit regulations. 

7. Ward Councillors Reports 

Nothing to report 

8. Outside Bodies Reports 

Nothing to report 

 

9. HR & H&S Documents 

 

Proposal 3- It was RESOLVED to adopt the new HR & H&S documents provided by the 

councils HR & H&S Contractor. 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Joanna Winterbourne 

For 14 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Copley, Devereux, Díaz- Muñoz, 

Fancourt, Ohela, Pitt, Rayside, Sawyer, Wheeler, Winterbourne, 

Wotherspoon   

Against 0  

Abstained 1 Cllr Waples  

Motion CARRIED 

 

10. Draft Schedule of meetings 
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The Council received the draft schedule of meetings and noted its contents. Members were 

invited to submit any comments to the Town Clerk in advance of its formal approval at the 

Annual Town Council Meeting. 

 

11. To approve payments and receive financial reports Bank Balances 
Proposal 4 - It was RESOLVED to acknowledge the bank balances as of Monday, 31 

March 2025 (latest statement(s)) 

 
Account ending 0019 £ 33,573.39   Account ending 3260 £ 223,295.52 

Account ending 9485 £ 22,601.34   Investment Account CCLA £250,000    

Investment Account 35LS £ 103,599.65  Petty Cash £ 71.72 

 

And It was RESOLVED to acknowledge the Summary of Payments noted:  

 

Voucher Nos. Total Payments 

845-930 £ 36,136.05 
 

12. Closure  
The meeting was closed at 7.39pm. It was noted that the next meeting is the  

Town Council Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 27 May 2025 at 7.00pm  

 

 

These minutes are subject to confirmation at the next meeting. 

 

 Signed on behalf of the Town Council as a true record of the meeting.  

 

 

Signature       Date  
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Appendix A 
 

Councillor Richard Cleaver 

Report to Stamford Town Council 29 April 2025 

Lincolnshire County Council & South Kesteven District Council 
 

This month I have attended the Cabinet at SKDC. There have been few meetings as we are in an 

election period. 

Transport – Work is nearing completion on the additional the 146 spaces parking spaces, and a new 
bus stop on Cattlemarket car park. The town hopper bus service is expected commence using the 
new stop at the end of May. This will mean that the Railway Station will have a convenient bus 
service for the first time in many years.  

The electronic departure information board is now installed at the bus station and the bus stop on 
All Saints Place also now has a live departures board.  All bus stops have a QR code displayed on 
them which can be used to access real-time information about that stop from a smartphone. 

I have asked LCC for an update on progress with the EV charging point installations across the town, 
but this has not been forthcoming. 

Wothorpe Rd, Church Lane, and Church St have been added to the list of streets to be assessed for 
the possible introduction of dual 2hr/residents parking bays. 

Health –  I wrote to the Chief Executive of NHS Lincolnshire asking if he could provide any update 

both on the outcome of the Stamford public engagement exercise and the commissioning process 

for the new premises promised as part of the Stamford North development.  I received a curt non-

committal response. 

Local Government Reorganisation – We await feedback from Whitehall on our initial proposals. This 

has been promised for 8 May. Work will then continue on creating detailed proposals by November. 

Education – Primary School offers of places for September entry have now been made, and all but 

one Stamford child (99.38%) were offered a place at their first preference school.  Across 

Lincolnshire, demand for primary places has fallen by 11% over the past 5 years. 

Planning – The draft S106 agreement for Stamford North has now been published and I have been 

checking with LCC that the wording for schools’ contributions is legally watertight. It remains to be 

seen whether or not Rutland will pay there share of the highways mitigations. 

The latest Regulation 18 Local Plan Consultation documentation will be considered by the SKDC 

Cabinet on 3 June, after which the draft will be published for public consultation. This is a new 

Regulation 18 consultation as it is necessary to propose more sites are allocated for housing due to 

government imposing higher targets after the previous consultation took place last year. 
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Lincolnshire County Council Councillor Report by Councillor Cooke 
Highways, Parking, and Local Initiatives 

• Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation: 

Councillor Cooke reported that the final full Council meeting of the current term had 

taken place. Discussions included local government reorganisation; however, no further 

announcements are expected until after the General Election. Future steps remain 

dependent on guidance from central government. 

• High Street Rising Bollards: 

In reference to previous remarks by Councillor Sawyer, Councillor Cooke confirmed that 

rising bollards are planned for installation at both ends of Stamford High Street. While 

further details are pending, he emphasised the importance of ensuring any designs are in 

keeping with Stamford’s heritage. Members were encouraged to press the next elected 

representative to ensure delivery and sensitive design. 

• Traffic and Parking Around Local Schools: 

Councillor Cooke held recent meetings with Stamford School, as well as with residents 

from Conduit Road and St Leonard’s Street, to discuss ongoing traffic and parking 

concerns resulting from the consolidation of the co-educational site. 

He raised the possibility of implementing a resident-only parking scheme, similar to that 

in Grantham, to support households living in central Stamford and ease daily pressures. 

• Speeding and Entry Signage: 

Councillor Cooke confirmed that new 30mph entry signs are to be installed at key 

approaches into Stamford. This initiative aims to reduce vehicle speeds and enhance 

pedestrian safety. 

He noted that local residents had also been in contact with Stamford Speed Watch in 

response to speeding concerns on key routes into the town. 

• Upcoming Election Reminder: 

Councillor Cooke reminded residents that the General Election will take place on 

Thursday. He encouraged everyone to exercise their democratic right to vote. Polling 

stations will be open from 7:00am to 10:00pm, and all voters must present valid photo ID. 
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Appendix B 
 

South Kesteven District Council Councillor Report by Councillor Max Sawyer 
Local Services, Car Parks, and Environmental Issues 

• Bin Collection and Waste Response: 

Councillor Sawyer reported that South Kesteven District Council (SKDC) continues to 

respond efficiently to waste collection issues, often collecting missed bins or fly-tipped 

material within a day or two. 

• Issues with the Cattle Market Car Park: 

Several complaints have been received regarding the condition and management of the car 

park between buildings. While some users remain dissatisfied, Councillor Sawyer 

confirmed that these concerns have been raised with SKDC. 

• Overgrown Hedges and Obstructions: 

Councillor Sawyer noted further complaints about overgrown hedges potentially 

obstructing pathways. However, he observed that in many cases the overhang is minimal 

and not significantly hazardous. He added that determining hedge ownership remains a 

challenge and may fall within the remit of Stamford Town Council. 

• Battery Recycling Awareness: 

Although SKDC's battery collection scheme began last year, Councillor Sawyer expressed 

concern that it is not widely known that used household batteries can be placed in small 

bags on top of any domestic bin for collection. He encouraged continued promotion of 

this service to reduce unnecessary trips to supermarkets for disposal. 

• Concern over Development on Uffington Road: 

Councillor Sawyer referenced concerns from residents regarding potential development 

on land along Uffington Road. He clarified that the area lies outside the jurisdiction of 

Lincolnshire County Council and falls under Peterborough City Council's planning 

authority. As such, no direct action can be taken by Stamford at this time. 

• Burghley Commons Building Demolition: 

Councillor Sawyer raised the issue of the derelict Cummins building on the approach to 

Stamford. He suggested applying pressure to Burghley Estates to demolish the structure, 

which currently detracts from the appearance of what is otherwise an attractive route into 

the town. He acknowledged the potential for the site to be cleared and reused, possibly for 

recycled material or landscaping. 
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Appendix C 

Police Report Delivered by Councillor Max Sawyer 

Neighbourhood Priorities and Local Issues 

• Neighbourhood Policing Priority – Green Spaces: 

In anticipation of the warmer weather, Lincolnshire Police have adopted green areas as 

the current neighbourhood policing priority. This is reviewed quarterly at a panel meeting, 

shaped by community feedback. The previous priority had been shop theft. 

• Monitoring of Antisocial Behaviour (ASB): 

Officers will focus on tackling antisocial behaviour in large public parks across the area. 

In Stamford, this includes the Recreation Ground and The Meadows. Police will patrol, 

engage with individuals using the spaces, and respond to any reported incidents of ASB. 

• Licenced Premises and ASB Concerns: 

Although officers have received suggestions to designate licenced premises as a policing 

priority, this has not been formally adopted. However, the local sergeant has agreed to 

increase patrols in relevant areas due to recent reports of antisocial behaviour. 

• Speeding Reports: 

Police are aware of two to three minor reports of speeding on roads within Stamford. 

While specific locations were not disclosed, the sergeant has acknowledged these 

concerns and is monitoring the situation. 


