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Town Hall, St. Mary’s Hill, Stamford, PE9 2DR 

Tel: 01780 753808 E-mail: townhall@stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website:www.stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk  

Town Clerk: Mrs Sarah Dorson 

Mayor & Chairman: Cllr Kelham Cooke 

 

TO: All Members of the Town Council 

Dear Councillor, You are summoned to the Annual Town Council meeting of Stamford Town Council on Tuesday, 27 

May 2025 at Town Hall, starting at 7pm. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings of the council and committees, unless excluded  

due to the confidential nature of the business. Disabled access is available. 

 

The meeting will consider the items set out below. 

 
Mrs Sarah Dorson - Proper Officer –Town Clerk         

Wednesday, 21 May 2025 

 

Prayers or another form of religious observance will take place and will last approximately five minutes. Those who 

do not wish to participate may leave the room during this time. 

 

7pm   Public Question Time  

The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions, statements, or petitions. The 

public participation period will be limited to fifteen minutes in total, with each speaker allowed a 

maximum of three minutes to address the meeting. 

Reports from the Police and elected members of Lincolnshire County Council and South 

Kesteven District Council  

 

A maximum of Ten additional minutes will be allocated for the meeting to receive brief reports from 

the Police and elected members of Lincolnshire County Council and South Kesteven District Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 allows both the public and press to take photographs, film and 

audio record the proceedings and report on all public meeting (including on social media). Any member of the 

public wishing to record or film proceedings should let the Chairman of the meeting know prior to, or at the start 

of, the meeting. 

Members are reminded of their responsibilities under the Code of Conduct, Terms of Reference and Standing 

Orders. The Council has a duty to consider the following matters in exercising its functions: Equal Opportunities 

(including race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, religion, belief, or disability), Crime & Disorder, 

Health & Safety, and Human Rights.  

 

The 7 principles of public life  

Selflessness, Integrity, Objectivity, Accountability, Openness, Honesty and Leadership  

(Committee on Standards in Public Life, 1995) 

 

mailto:townhall@stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/
https://stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/STC-Councillor-Code-of-Conduct-2024.pdf
https://stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Terms-of-Reference-2024-25.pdf
https://stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/STC-Standing-Orders-2024-.pdf
https://stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/STC-Standing-Orders-2024-.pdf
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1. Election of Chairman of the Council and Town Mayor for 
the Municipal Year 2025–2026 
To elect the Mayor/ Chairman for the council year 2025-2026 and formally ask the member elected to sign the 

Declaration of Office following the election. Appendix A 

Members to receive nominations for the position of Chairman of the Council and Town Mayor for the coming 

year, and to vote and appoint accordingly. 

After formal election, the retiring mayor, Cllr Kelham Cooke, will present the badge of office and will make 

way for the newly elected Mayor who will then chair the meeting. 

2. Election of Vice Chairman of the Council and Deputy 
Town Mayor for the Municipal Year 2025-2026  
Members to receive any nominations for the position of Vice Chairman of the Council and Deputy Town 

Mayor for the coming year, and to vote and appoint accordingly. Appendix B 

After formal election, the retiring Deputy Mayor, Cllr Amanda Wheeler, will present the badge of office and 

will make way for the newly elected Deputy Mayor. 

3. Apologies – To receive and consider for acceptance 
The Council (including its committees) must approve (or reject) the reasons provided for apologies from 

absent councillors. If a council member fails to attend a meeting of the council (or its committees) for six 

consecutive months, without submitting apologies that are accepted by the council (or committee), they will 

be disqualified from office. 

4. To receive any Declarations of Interests and Requests for 
Dispensation 

Members and Officers are reminded of their obligation to declare any interests in accordance with the Code of 

Conduct adopted in May 2024. The Clerk will report any dispensation requests received. 

 

If a matter arises during the meeting that relates to a councillor's interest, the councillor is responsible for 

declaring that interest in accordance with the adopted Code of Conduct. 

5. Exclusion of the Press and Public  
To determine which items, if any, of the Agenda should be taken with the public excluded. 

 

Due to the confidential nature of the business item 23 under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 

1960 s3, it is likely that a motion will be proposed to exclude members of the public and press during 

discussion of this item. 

6. Terms of Reference & Scheme of Delegation  
To review comments received and approve the terms of reference and Scheme of Delegation. Appendix C 

a) Finance & Governance Committee  

b) Assets & Services Committee  
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c) Civic & Community Committee  

d) Planning Committee  

e) Heritage & Collections Committee  

f) Climate and Environment Committee  

g) Tourism Advisory Committee 

7. Schedule of Meetings 
To review comments received and approve the dates and times of ordinary meetings of the Council and 

Committees for the ensuing year. 

8. Appointment of Membership to Committees  
To appoint the Members to serve on the following Committees. Appendix D 

a) Finance & Governance Committee  

b) Assets & Services Committee  

c) Civic & Community Committee  

d) Planning Committee  

e) Heritage & Collections Committee  

f) Climate and Environment Committee  

g) Tourism Advisory Committee 

9. Membership to Outside Bodies  
To appointment Members to outside bodies: 

a) Browne’s Hospital (2)  

b) Stamford United Municipal Almshouse Charities (1) & The Winifrede Browne Charity (1)  

c) Stamford & District Citizens Advice Bureau (1)  

d) Sir Malcolm Sargent Birthday Concert Committee (1)  

e) Stamford Hospital Development Advisory Committee (2)  

f) Twinning Association (1)  

g) LALC Representative (1)  

10. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting of Stamford Town Council held on Tuesday 29th 

April 2025 Appendix E 

11. Committee Minutes  
The Chair invites all Councillors to raise any queries or questions on the work being undertaken by 

Committees, purely for information only.  

To receive the following: 

a) Planning Committee 

The draft minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday, 14 May 2025 Appendix F 

12. Internal Auditor’s Report -31st March 2025 
The council resolves to: Adopt the Internal Auditor’s report and recommended actions for the year 

ending 31st March 2025. Appendix G 
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13. Annual Governance Statement – 31st March 2025 
The council resolves to: Adopt Part 1 of the AGAR: That the Annual Governance Statement for the 

year ending 31st March 2025, approves and duly signs it. Appendix H 

14. Annual Accounts 2024/25 
The council resolves to: Adopt Part 2 of the AGAR: That the Statement of Accounts for the year 

ending 31st March 2025 is approved and duly signed thereby approving the Council’s Annual Return. 

Appendix I 

15. Exercise of public rights 
The council resolves to: Confirm the dates for exercise of public rights as 3rd June – 14th July 2025. 

16. General Power of Competence (Gpc) 
Stamford Town Council resolves from 27th May 2025, until the next relevant Annual Meeting of the 

Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011and SI 965 

The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (prescribed conditions) Order 2012, therefore it 

is proposed that the Council continues uses the GPC. 

 

To be eligible, councils must:  

• have two-thirds of the total number of councillors elected and not co-opted, and  

• employ a Clerk who possesses the recognised sector-specific qualifications. 

17. Code of Conduct  
To receive the unchanged Code of Conduct for readoption for the Council year. Appendix J 

18. Standing Orders  
To review comments received and agree the amended Standing Orders for the Council year. 

Appendix I 

19. Financial Regulations  
To review comments received and agree the amended Financial Regulations for the Council year. 

Appendix K 

20. Clerk’s Report  
To receive an update report from the Clerk on matters from the meeting on the Tuesday, 27 May 2025 

which are not agenda items. 
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21. To receive a report for information to Full Council 
Ward Councillor Reports  

Councillors are invited to provide a ward report at this point. 

Outside Bodies Reports 

Councillors appointed to Outside Bodies are invited to provide a report at this point. 

22. To approve payments and receive financial reports 
Bank Balances 
Summary  

The Council should have a clear understanding of the Council’s financial position throughout the year. 

Every local council must ensure that it has a sound system of internal control which facilitates the 

effective exercise of its functions.  

 

The following summaries are for the council to receive and note: 

a) Bank Balances 

To note bank balances as of Monday, 31 March 2025 (latest statement(s)) 

Account ending 0019 £ 27,965.10   Account ending 3260 £ 529312.09 

Account ending 9485 £ 23,380.96   Investment Account CCLA £250,000    

Investment Account 35LS £ 103,782.86  Petty Cash £ 65.72 

 

b) List of payments for information 

To confirm and approve the payments of accounts since the previous meeting as follows:Appendix L 

 

If any councillor requires additional information, please inform the Town Clerk, and it will be 

arranged.  

Members should remain informed of the Council’s accounts to ensure there are sufficient funds to 

meet all commitments. 

Legal Implications  

Every local authority shall make arrangements for the proper administration of their financial affairs 

and shall secure that one of their officers has responsibility for the administration of those affairs. 

(Local Government Act 1972 s.151) 

 

c) To Authorise the Payments of Expenditure by the C&C Committee for VE Day Events not 

previously ratified  

To confirm and approve the payments of accounts. Appendix M 

Recommendation  

That the Council receives and notes the bank balance and list of payments any raises any queries it 

may have. 

23. Exclusion of the Press and Public 
Legal Authority and Implication 
A body may, by resolution, exclude the public from a meeting (whether during the whole or part of 

the proceedings) whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 

confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in the resolution 

and arising from the nature of that business or of the proceedings; and where such a resolution is 

passed, this Act shall not require the meeting to be open to the public during proceedings to which the 

resolution applies” (Public Bodies [Admission to meetings] Act, 1960)  
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Recommendation  

That the public be excluded during the discussion of the remaining agenda items on the grounds that 

they involve the likely disclosure of confidential information and the public interest in maintaining the 

exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.  

 

The Council RESOLVES to accept the recommendations as outlined in the confidential reports. 

24. Closure  
To close proceedings and confirm the date of the next meeting scheduled – TBC 

 


