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STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF STAMFORD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON TUESDAY, 25 FEBRUARY 2025 AT 7pm 

AT STAMFORD TOWN HALL 
 

PRESENT  Cllr Kelham Cooke (Chair / Town Mayor)     Cllr Amanda Wheeler (Vice Chair) 

 

Cllr Bret Allibone    Cllr Lisa Brewin  Cllr Andrew Croft  

Cllr Barry Devereux     Cllr Jane Kingman     Cllr Habib Rahman      

Cllr Rhea Rayside (arrived 7.06pm)  Cllr Max Sawyer  Cllr Jonathan Waples         

Cllr Anna Wotherspoon 

 

ABSENT:  Cllr Luke Chilman  Cllr Peter Copley          Cllr Yvette Díaz- Muñoz 

Cllr Ed Fancourt  Cllr Breda-Rae Griffin   Cllr Jon Lott 

Cllr Marion Pitt  Cllr Joanna Winterbourne       

  

IN ATTENDANCE Sarah Dorson – Town Clerk 

 

ALSO PRESENT     Press 

   7 members of public 

   1 member of public online 

LCC Cllr Cleaver 

 

Prayers were led by Chair 

A Minute's silence was held in remembrance of all those that have lost their lives in the Ukraine. 

 

Public Participation  

Art Pop-up Presentation APPENDIX A. 

Our Place Our Art Mural Project APPENDIX B 

 

To receive a report for information to Full Council 
i. Lincolnshire County Councillors Report: 

There was one verbal and one written LCC Councillor report, a copy of the significant points 

is appended to these minutes at APPENDIX C.  

 

ii. South Kesteven District Councillors Report: 

There were three verbal SKDC Councillor reports, a copy of the significant points is 

appended to these minutes at APPENDIX D.  

 

iii. Police Report:  

There was one verbal report, a copy of the significant points is appended to these minutes 

at APPENDIX E.  

 

479. Apologies for Absence   
 

Proposal 1 - Apologies with valid reasons for absence were received and it was RESOLVED 

to accept apologies from Cllrs Devereux, Griffin, Wheeler & Winterbourne 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Amanda Wheeler  

For 12 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Kingman, Rahman, 

Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 0  

Abstained 0  
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Motion CARRIED 

 

480. Declarations of Interest 
No declarations were made during the meeting. 

481. Co-option of Councillors 
 

Proposal 2 - It was RESOLVED To conduct the co-option voting process by secret ballot to 

ensure fairness and prevent any discomfort or bias among councillors, given the familiarity 

with some candidates. 

 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Amanda Wheeler  

For 12 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Kingman, Rahman, 

Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 0  

Abstained 0  

Motion CARRIED 

 

St John’s South Ward 
 

Candidates standing for co-option for St John’s Ward were invited to present their statements 

to the Council. Each candidate was given an opportunity to explain their motivations for 

seeking co-option, highlight their relevant skills and experience, and outline their aspirations 

for contributing to the work of the Council. This process allowed councillors to gain insights 

into each candidate's suitability for the role before proceeding with the secret ballot voting 

process. 

 

The voting process for co-option was conducted by secret ballot, with candidates requiring a 

clear majority (seven votes or more) to be successfully co-opted. Votes were tallied by the 

Town Clerk and verified by Cllr Croft after each round, with the candidate(s) receiving the 

fewest votes eliminated. After the first round of voting, Julia Ohela gained a majority of 

votes. 

 

Proposal 3- It was RESOLVED To co-opt Candidate Julia Ohela to become ward councillor 

for St John’s Ward 

 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Amanda Wheeler  

For 12 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Kingman, Rahman, 

Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 0  

Abstained 0  

Motion CARRIED 

 

482. Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Tuesday, 17 December 

2024 
Proposal 4  - The official minutes of the meeting of the Council were received and it was 

RESOLVED to adopt the minutes from Full Council meeting held on Tuesday, 17 December 

2024 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Habib Rahman  
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For 12 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Kingman, Rahman, 

Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 0  

Abstained 1 Cllr Ohela 

Motion CARRIED 

 

483. To receive and note minutes of and/or to determine recommendations 

by committees  

Discussions were held regarding the minutes of the previously held committee meetings with 

a regard to adopt the recommendations  

 

Proposal 5 – It was RESOLVED That the acts, proceedings and recommendations of the 

official minutes of the following Committee meetings be noted: 

 

• Planning Committee - Monday, 03 February 2025 

• Heritage & Collections Committee - Tuesday, 04 February 2025 

• Finance & Governance Committee - Monday, 10 February 2025 

• Civic & Community Committee - Tuesday, 11 February 2025 

• Assets & Services Committee - Tuesday, 14 January 2025 

 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Jonathan Waples 

For 11 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Rahman, Rayside, 

Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 0  

Abstained 2 Cllr Kingman, Ohela 

Motion CARRIED 

 

484. Chair’s Report 
The Chair report was received and NOTED 

The Chair provided an update on recent activities and events over the past month: 

Deputy Mayor’s Support 

• The Chair expressed gratitude to the Deputy Mayor for stepping in to represent them at an 

event yesterday. 

Upcoming Civic Engagements 

• Lord Lieutenant’s Service 

o The Chair will be attending a service hosted by the Lord Lieutenant at Peterborough 

Cathedral. 

o The event is expected to have a strong turnout, particularly from ceremonial 

county representatives. 

• Upcoming Civic Services Several civic services are scheduled in the coming weeks. 

o Further details will be provided as they approach. 

Mid-Lent Fair 

• The Mid-Lent Fair is set to be opened in Stamford on 31st March at 5:00 PM. 
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• Councillors and residents are invited to attend the fair, walk around the site, and enjoy the 

rides. 

• The Chair looks forward to welcoming attendees to this annual event. 

485. Clerk’s Report including correspondence 
Officer report was received and NOTED.  

• Request for Laminating photos for Friends of Stamford Station 

It was noted that a request had been received to laminate 18 A4 photos for the Friends of 

Stamford Station, it was noted that the group have been issued with a grant to support their 

work 

Proposal 6 - It was RESOLVED to approve Cllr Wheller to laminate the photos and 

provide the laminating pouches to support the group 
 

Proposer Cllr Amanda Wheeler  

Seconder Cllr Habib Rahman  

For 11 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Rahman, Rayside, 

Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 1 Cllr Kingman 

Abstained 1 Cllr Ohela 

Motion CARRIED 

 

Twinning Working Group 

It was noted that a Twinning Working group would be created to assist with the formal 

Virtual Twinning with Gostomel Ukraine, Cllrs Wheeler, Díaz- Muñoz, Sawyer, Croft 

Kingman & Wotherspoon agreed to be members of the Working Group  

486. Ward Councillors Reports 
Nothing to report 

 

487. Outside Bodies Reports 

Outside Bodies Report by Councillor Allibone 

Citizens Advice Report 

 

The Stamford Citizens Advice office continues to experience high demand for its services. 

• The most common issues brought forward by clients relate to:  

o Benefits claims 

o Personal Independence Payments (PIP) 

Energy Advice and Fuel Poverty Support 

• Citizens Advice is actively promoting energy advice services, working in partnership with the 

Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) and other organisations. 
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• These efforts aim to reach more people who may be struggling with energy costs and fuel 

poverty. 

• Key Impact of Energy Advice Services:  

o Over 90% of people seeking energy advice are classified as being in fuel poverty. 

o The average income gain per client receiving energy-related support is over £500. 

488. Adopting the Welcome Arch 
 

Proposal 7- It was RESOLVED to adopt the Welcome Arch funded and installed by 

Stamford Civic Society 

 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Jane Kingman 

For 13 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Kingman, Ohela, 

Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 0  

Abstained 0  

Motion CARRIED 

 

489. SKDC Art Installation Project  
 

Proposal 8 - It was RESOLVED to approve the location of the Recreation Ground for the 

installation of the Stamford Mural - Our Place, Our Town 

 
Proposer Cllr Max Sawyer 

Seconder Cllr Jonathan Waples 

For 13 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Kingman, Ohela, 

Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 0  

Abstained 0  

Motion CARRIED 

 

490. Memorial Plaque for Prince Philip 
Proposal 9 - It was RESOLVED to locate of the Memorial Plaque for Prince Philip in the 

current location of the Marquis of Exeter with the relocation of the marquis next to his father, 

furthermore a plaque for the queen will be created and installed. 

 
Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Andrew Croft  

For 13 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Kingman, Ohela, 

Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 0  

Abstained 0  

Motion CARRIED 

 

491. To approve payments and receive financial reports Bank Balances 
Proposal 10 - It was RESOLVED to acknowledge the bank balances as of Friday, 31 

January 2025 (latest statement(s)) 

 
Account ending 0019 £ 20,807.25   Account ending 3260 £ 377,580.00 

Account ending 9485 £ 13,824.40   Investment Account CCLA £250,000    



Town Council 6 Tuesday, 25 February 2025 
 

Initialled by Chair 

Investment Account 35LS £ 103,221.87  Petty Cash £ 112.64 

 

And It was RESOLVED to acknowledge the Summary of Payments noted:  

 

Voucher Nos. Total Payments 

698-755 £ 42877.88 

 

 

Proposer Cllr Kelham Cooke 

Seconder Cllr Barry Devereux 

For 13 Cllrs Allibone, Brewin, Cooke, Croft, Devereux, Kingman, Ohela, 

Rahman, Rayside, Sawyer, Waples, Wheeler, Wotherspoon 

Against 0  

Abstained 0  

Motion CARRIED 

 

 

492. Closure  
The meeting was closed at 8.33pm. It was noted that the next meeting is the  

Town Council Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 25 March 2025 at 7.00pm  

 

 

These minutes are subject to confirmation at the next meeting. 

 

 Signed on behalf of the Town Council as a true record of the meeting.  

 

 

Signature       Date  
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Appendix A 

 

Reports in Public Session at Full Council on Tuesday, 25 February 2025 
 

Report to Stamford Town Council  
 
Subject: Youth Crisis in Stamford & Urgent Support for Art Pop-Up’s Youth Club 
Date: 25th February 2025 
Author: Sam Roddan, Founder & CEO, Art Pop-Up  
 

Introduction 
Founded in 2011, Art Pop-Up is a Stamford-based non-profit (charity application 
pending) using creativity to tackle social injustice, support wellbeing and build a stronger 
community. We’re nationally recognised for our outstanding work and multi award-
winning, but a tiny team of freelancers delivering high-impact projects that are free, 
inclusive and co-created with local residents. 
Currently we run NHS & LCC-funded ‘Creativity for Wellbeing’ workshops (adults), co-
host Warm Spaces for families, deliver a social outreach programme for adults and 
Stamford’s only open-access youth club: we engage over 200 of Stamford’s most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged residents each week. 
The Youth Crisis in Stamford 
Stamford has no statutory open-access youth support. The only provision—our youth 
club—runs just 2.5 hours per week and faces closure in June due to lack of funding. 
Over the past year, we have engaged over 180 young people aged 13-19, with 99 
currently enrolled and between 25-40 attending each week. According to government 
data, the young people we support are in the 20% most deprived nationally in terms of 
child deprivation. Most of these young people do not qualify for statutory Youth Services 
support and without the youth club, they have nowhere to go.  
Why the Youth Club Matters 
The youth club provides a safe, positive space where young people feel valued and 
supported. In the last year, our professional youth workers have helped some of those 
participating face a wide range of severe emotional and socio-economic challenges. In 
audio played to the meeting, young people described the youth club at The Shack as 
their only safe space, where they can escape very difficult environments, mental health 
struggles and school pressures. They are offered mentoring and advice, it is a lifeline 
they rely on. The young people made it clear that without this youth club, many in 
Stamford would be left without a safe place or trusted support. 
Call for Support 
We urgently need support to keep our doors open and ensure that Stamford’s young 
people are not abandoned. We ask the Town Council to help. 
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Appendix B 

 

Our Place, Our Art – Stamford Project Overview  
  
  
Mural Concept:  
  
The aim for this project is to illustrate a map and trail of Stamford sharing the places and 
spaces that are significant to Stamford residents. This will be an opportunity to share 
new places around Stamford that may not usually be known of by visitors and new 
residents. It will also provide an opportunity for long standing residents to celebrate and 
share the love for their town in a creative and inclusive way.  
  
The Trail will start at Stamford Recreation Ground where the mural will be installed and 
will follow a trail around Stamford from Broad Street, all the way down to the Meadows 
and back again.  
  
Some initial ideas for the interactive trail locations include St Marys Church to spot the 
peregrine Falcons, The famous willow tree of the meadows - an opportunity for a 
mindfulness moment to sit on the bench and admire the surrounding nature & 
Ironmongers Street to admire some of the exhibition windows of local communities 
artwork. Each location will provide some form of activity linking to wellbeing, the arts and 
the towns heritage.  
  
The mural will have a QR code on it where members of the public can scan to access a 
digital version of the map found on South Kesteven’s Website. This can then be used to 
follow the trail. This digital map could also have buttons on each part of the trail to 
explain the significance, activity and residents stories/ art.  
  
As the artwork is created digitally, it can also be printed and displayed in places such as 
The Arts Centre, Library & Visitors Centre so that the trail is visible within town centre 
and visitor hot spots.  
  

  

Mural Materials:  
  
The mural will be digitally illustrated by myself and then printed by Prosign Print. The 
artwork will be made from aluminium dibonds and coated with an anti-graffiti coating. 
This means that the artwork is lightweight, durable and able to withstand weathering.  
  
Location is still to be confirmed with hopes that it is mounted to railing at the rec in 
Stamford.  
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 Workshops:  
  
There are currently 6 workshops and talks in which the community can get involved in 
creating and contributing to the project. Here are the upcoming dates and details for 
each event:  
  

• Heritage and Stories Workshop – Saturday 22nd Feb 2025 – 10-11:30am – In the 
rehearsal room upstairs of Stamford Arts Centre: This will be an initial 
introduction to the project where I will introduce myself and what the project is all 
about. I will also hand out surveys and host a sticky note session where visitors 
will be asked questions such as “what is your favourite memory in Stamford, what 
places hold significance and why?” These responses will then be used to 
illustrate scenes within the mural and help in deciding locations for the trail.  

           (All members of the public are welcome)  

  

• Cheer Club Afternoon with Art Pop Up – Tuesday 25th Feb 2025 – 2-4 pm– At The 
Danish Invader: This will follow a similar style to the heritage workshop but 
tailored to an audience of elderly residents and those with disabilities.                                   

          (All members of the public are welcome)  

  

• Culture & Symbols Workshop – Wednesday 26th Feb 2025 10-11am - Stamford 
Arts Centre in the Blue Room: This is a drawing workshop exploring cultures 
and symbols of Stamford.  

           (All members of the public are welcome)  

  

  

• Youth Group Meeting in Stamford with Art Pop Up – Wednesday 26th Feb – 
6:30 – 7:30/8pm: This is an opportunity to meet with young residents of Stamford 
to discuss the project. Here I will host a colour palette workshop which will be 
incorporated into the mural, and I will brief the group on the artist call out.   

           (Private event)  

  

• Artist Call Out & Project Briefing – Thursday 27th Feb 2025 – 12:30pm – 
Stamford Endowed Schools: Here I will be talking to the Year 9 & 10 scholar 
students to discuss the project and to share the artist brief with them to be 
featured in the end of project exhibition.   

           (Private event)  

  

• Photography Walk & Coffee Morning – Saturday 1st March 2025 – 10-
12pm – Meeting in the Café of Stamford Arts Centre: This is a one hour walk and 
photography session of Stamford followed by an hour to sit down in the café to 
share photos and discuss the project. These Photos can also be used in the end 
of project exhibition.  

           (Welcome to all members of the public)  

  

  

  

Exhibition/ Launch Event:  
  
To celebrate the unveiling of the artwork and the end of the project I am looking to host 
an exhibition at St Johns Church. This will be an opportunity to share artwork and 
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stories collected in the workshops and a chance to discuss the project with all members 
of the community. It will be a public exhibition taking place from Saturday 29th March – 
30th March. There will be an exhibition opening on the Saturday morning where we can 
also follow the trail and see the final map installation.  
  
To make sure the project is accessible to all, I am hosting an artist call out open to all 
members of the community. This means that even if residents can’t attend the 
workshops, they still have a chance to get creative and to share their artwork, stories 
and creations in the exhibition.  
  
There may also be an opportunity to have a poet on the launch day to share their poetry 
on the tour and trail. I am also in discussions with Sam from Art Pop Up to share 
selected works from the exhibition on the art windows of Iron Mongers Street.  
The artwork will be printed on vinyl and displayed on the street until September 2025. 
This will be a great way to encourage creativity and share the artwork to members of the 
public over a long period of time.  
  

  

Key Dates:  
  

• Monday 17th February – Announcement of Artist Call out for the exhibition  

• Friday 14th March – Call Out Deadline for Artist Call Out  

• Tuesday 18th March – Artwork Deadline for the mural (last day for 
approval)  

• Friday 28th March – Mural installation by Print Prosign & Vinyl installation   

• Saturday 29th March – Exhibition & Launch Event  

  

 Key Contacts:  

  
Print Prosign (Mural Manufacturer & Installer) – Key Contact - Steve 
https://www.prosign-uk.com/  
  
Art Pop Up (Art Charity & Mentor) – Key Contact – Sam https://artpopup.co.uk/  
  
Issie Holmes Photos (Photographer for Exhibition Launch) – Key Contact – Issie 
https://www.issieholmesphoto.com/  
  
Lead Councillor in favour of project for STC – Key Contact - Jonathan  
https://www.stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/  
  
St Johns Church (Exhibition & Launch Location) – Key Contact – Kate 
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-
johnhttps://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-
stamford.htmlstamford.html#undefined3  
  
Stamford Arts Centre (Public Workshops) – Key Contact – Luke 
https://www.stamfordartscentre.com/  

 

  

https://www.prosign-uk.com/
https://www.prosign-uk.com/
https://www.prosign-uk.com/
https://www.prosign-uk.com/
https://artpopup.co.uk/
https://artpopup.co.uk/
https://www.issieholmesphoto.com/
https://www.issieholmesphoto.com/
https://www.stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/
https://www.stamfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.visitchurches.org.uk/visit/church-listing/st-john-stamford.html#undefined3
https://www.stamfordartscentre.com/
https://www.stamfordartscentre.com/
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Appendix C 
 

i. Lincolnshire County Councillors Report: 

Lincolnshire County Councillors are invited to provide a report at this point Key points 

highlighted in the report: 

 

• Lincolnshire County Council & South Kesteven District Council 
Councillor Report by Councillor Cleaver 

Councillor Richard Cleaver 

Report to Stamford Town Council 25 February 2025 
Lincolnshire County Council & South Kesteven District Council 
 

This month I have attended the Health Scrutiny Committee and Full Council at LCC, and 
Cabinet at SKDC 
Transport – Work has now begun to add the additional 146 spaces and a new bus stop 

on Cattlemarket car park, and is planned to be completed by the end of May. 
LCC has received a good uplift in its government bus service improvement grant for 2025/26, 
but the Executive member for Highways is not recommending that any of it is spent to improve 
Stamford’s services beyond current levels. Our town service will remain at one bus per hour 
Mon-Sat. However in Louth, with is considerably smaller than Stamford, he is recommending 
improving its town service from one bus every 45 mins to one bus every 30mins. I’m not happy 
about this. The Highways committee will consider this at its meeting next Monday, and this 
council might with to make representations. The report can be found here: 
https://lincolnshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s66505/Appendix%20A%20-
%20Executive%20Councillor%20Report%20on%20Spending%20Plan%20for%20Lincolnshires%2
0BSIP%20allocation%202025-26.pdf 
Health –  The Health Scrutiny Committee considered the Director of Public Health’s 

annual report which is well worth a read. It contains a plea for better integration of care – 
something we very much need in Stamford. SKDC members will be given a separate 
briefing on this.  
The committee agreed its response to NHS Lincolnshire’s engagement exercise on 
services in Stamford and this is included below as Appendix A. 
“Devolution” and Local Government Reorganisation – LCC, RCC, and SKDC and all 
counties and districts have received a letter from the Minister for Local Government 
asking us to consult with each other and draw up plans to reorganize into Unitary 
Authorities with a population of c. 500,000. Initial plans should be submitted before 21st 
March and final plans by the end of November.  My personal view on this is that new 
authorities should not exceed 350,000 population and I should welcome Stamford being 
in the same new authority as Rutland, but if that is not possible then as an absolute 
minimum, Stamford must be in an authority whose boundary is at no point closer than 
2.5miles from our town centre.  
The election for the first Mayor of Greater Lincolnshire will take place on 1 May 
alongside the scheduled Lincolnshire County Council elections. 
Leisure – The Empingham Road play park underwent a complete refurbishment last 
month with new equipment being installed. 
Flooding – Thanks to an Independent amendment proposed at my suggestion, LCC 
agreed last week to create a £1m Food Relief reserve.  
Council Tax – Last week LCC agreed to increase its council tax by 2.99%. On 
Thursday SKDC will set it Council tax with a recommendation that it increases by a 
similar percentage.  

https://lincolnshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s66505/Appendix%20A%20-%20Executive%20Councillor%20Report%20on%20Spending%20Plan%20for%20Lincolnshires%20BSIP%20allocation%202025-26.pdf
https://lincolnshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s66505/Appendix%20A%20-%20Executive%20Councillor%20Report%20on%20Spending%20Plan%20for%20Lincolnshires%20BSIP%20allocation%202025-26.pdf
https://lincolnshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s66505/Appendix%20A%20-%20Executive%20Councillor%20Report%20on%20Spending%20Plan%20for%20Lincolnshires%20BSIP%20allocation%202025-26.pdf
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St Martin’s Park – SKDC’s Finance and Economic Scrutiny Committee received a 
report on this at its meeting last week, which can be found here. 
https://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s45459/Update%20on%20St%20M
artins%20Park%20Stamford.pdf 
Planning – This month SKDC’s Cabinet approved the 2025-2028 Local Development 
Scheme which sets out the Development Plan Documents to be produced, including the 
Local Plan. It also approved the Statement of Consultation which documents the 
February - April 2024 consultation on the Draft Local Plan and reports on the comments 
received.  
Due to the council needing to respond to government’s new housing targets, a new 
consultation on proposed additional housing allocation sites will be carried out this year. 
SKDC is also going to consider making votes in Full Council on the Local Plan recorded 
votes – meaning that each councillor’s vote will be recorded and minuted. 
Ukraine – Yesterday evening, the Chairman of SKDC laid a wreath on behalf of SKDC 
and I laid one on behalf of the County Council to commemorate the third anniversary of 
the invasion of Ukraine. 

  
  

https://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s45459/Update%20on%20St%20Martins%20Park%20Stamford.pdf
https://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s45459/Update%20on%20St%20Martins%20Park%20Stamford.pdf
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Appendix A 

 

 

To: John Turner 

Chief Executive, 

NHS Lincolnshire Integrated 
Care Board 

 
 

 

 

Councillor Carl Macey, 

Chairman of the Health Scrutiny 
Committee for Lincolnshire 

County Offices, Newland, Lincoln, LN1 1YL 
Telephone: 07886 450082 

Email: CllrC.Macey@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

20 February 2025 

 

Dear John, 

 

STAMFORD HEALTH ENGAGEMENT EXERCISE 
 

Introduction 

 

The Lincolnshire town of Stamford is close to three other counties and three other 

integrated care board (ICB) domains; and its local community hospital is operated by a 

hospital trust based outside the county. Whilst extensive additional housing is planned 

in Stamford, there is also additional housing planned just outside the Lincolnshire 

boundary. In an ideal world, lines on maps should not impact the NHS, a national service, 

but it is regrettable, as explained below, that access to a national service can be affected 

in this way. 

 

The Health Scrutiny Committee for Lincolnshire acknowledges that NHS Lincolnshire 

ICB is working with neighbouring NHS entities, in particular Leicester, Leicestershire and 

Rutland ICB and would like to see this collaboration delivering meaningful outcomes 

following this engagement exercise. 

 

The Committee recognises that Stamford is viewed as an area of relative affluence, with 

more than half of the population lying in the least deprived areas of England, with no 

mailto:CllrC.Macey@lincolnshire.gov.uk
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Stamford residents living in the most deprived areas. However, there are small pockets 

of poverty and deprivation in the town, and the Committee would not wish to see these 

overlooked in the delivery of local health services. 

 

The Committee’s views on specific issues are set out below: 

Impacts of New Housing Developments 

In Stamford, there are 2,350 new homes awaiting construction for which planning 
permission 

has already been granted and also the further growth envisaged in the revised South 

Kesteven District Council Local Plan. On this basis, the Committee would like NHS 

Lincolnshire ICB keep all health provision in the town under continuous review, to reflect 

the actual increased population and demands, so that there is a proportionate 

enhancement of all health services in the town. 

Access to Out-of-Hours GP Services 

 

Where patients who live in Stamford are registered with a GP practice outside 

Lincolnshire, in effect in another ICB area, for example Leicester, Leicestershire and 

Rutland, NHS funding arrangements mean that the patient’s per capita funding is passed 

to that ICB, not NHS Lincolnshire ICB. The Committee understands that this principle is 

fundamental to the NHS’s funding arrangements for ICBs. This in turn means that people 

who live in Lincolnshire, but are registered at a GP practice outside the county, cannot 

access the out-of-hours GP services provided in Lincolnshire. As a consequence, these 

residents cannot access out of hours at Stamford and Rutland Hospital, their local 

community hospital and this creates concern in Stamford, which as stated above is 

surrounded by three counties, and three ICB areas. This matter has been raised 

previously with NHS Lincolnshire ICB, and the Committee believes that this creates an 

inequality in terms of access to out of hours services. The Committee wants to formally 

record its concerns as part of this engagement exercise, as this has negative impact on 

the health of the people of Stamford, and the Committee would like to ask whether the ICB 

can suggest ways that that this inequality can be overcome. 

 

Stamford and Rutland Hospital Minor Injuries Unit 

 

Stamford and Rutland Hospital Minor Injuries Unit is open Monday to Friday from 9 am to 

5 pm, and averages 23 attendances for each week-day. It is operated by North West 

Anglia NHS Foundation Trust and commissioned by NHS Lincolnshire ICB. As Stamford 

Minor Injuries Unit is not designated as an urgent treatment centre, its activity cannot be 

included in any national data collected towards meeting the four-hour national A&E 

standard. This is because NHS England has determined that only designated urgent 

treatment centres (and A&E departments) can provide data that support the achievement 

of the four hour A&E standard. Irrespective of whether it supports national data, the 
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Committee would like to see NHS Lincolnshire ICB continue to commission the Stamford 

Minor Injuries Unit from North West Anglia NHS Foundation Trust, as it is a valuable 

resource for the residents of the town. 

 

Potential for an Urgent Treatment Centre in Stamford 

 

Further to the above, the Committee supports the principle of establishing an urgent 

treatment centre in Stamford, provided that it could be justified on the basis of urgent care 

needs. When the outcomes of the Stamford Engagement Exercise are published, the 

Committee would prefer that it include an initial assessment by the ICB on whether there 

is sufficient demand to merit an urgent treatment centre in Stamford, and the consequent 

allocation of NHS resources. While the Committee understands that many urgent 

treatment centres operate on a 24/7 basis, the national specification requires stand-alone 

urgent treatment centres to be open between the hours of 8am and 8pm, seven days per 

week, with 24/7 centres provided only where urgent care needs are clearly demonstrated. 

It has been suggested that an urgent treatment centre in Stamford would address the 

access to out of hours GP services outlined above. However, the Committee recognises 

that only a 24/7 urgent treatment centre would be a solution to this issue. 

 

Stamford and Rutland Hospital – Range of Services 

 

Stamford and Rutland Hospital, which is operated and managed by North West Anglia 

NHS Foundation Trust, provides nearly 600 day-case surgeries and nearly 18,000 

outpatient appointments each year. The Committee would not wish to see any services 

currently provided by the Trust at the hospital relocated to Peterborough City Hospital. 

As a community hospital site, Stamford and Rutland Hospital is a valuable resource and 

can support the delivery of health (and other) services as close to home as possible. 

Funding 

 

The Committee was advised on 4 December 2024 that any major developments in the 

health service in Stamford, such as an urgent treatment centre, would require significant 

additional funding, which would not necessarily be available without a detailed evaluation 

of need. In effect this means the engagement exercise could lead to small-scale 

improvements, which can be achieved without additional funding. It is important that the 

engagement exercise delivers benefits, as the Committee would not wish to see it 

become a ‘tick box’ exercise, with no clear outcomes. The Committee would like to see 

the ICB’s response to the engagement exercise set out how the ICB is going to plan for 

population increases and other demands on the health service in Stamford. 

 

Health Engagement Exercises in Other Parts of Lincolnshire 
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The Committee fully supports NHS Lincolnshire ICB’s intention that similar engagement 

exercises will be undertaken elsewhere in Lincolnshire in the coming years, and the 

lessons learned from the Stamford exercise can be used elsewhere. There are areas in 

Lincolnshire where the levels of poverty and deprivation present serious challenges to the 

delivery of health services, and similarly there are areas of significant housing growth in 

other parts of the county, 

which present different challenges. We fully support these engagement exercises as a 

means of enabling local residents to put forward their views and ideas, and would like to 

see tangible outcomes as a result. 

 

The Committee looks forward to the outcomes of the Stamford health engagement 

exercise being presented at a future meeting. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Councillor Carl Macey 
Chairman of the Health Scrutiny Committee for Lincolnshire 
CllrC.Macey@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

 

Additional Items not included in previously circulated report 

Planning and Development Updates 

• New Site Owners and Planning Applications St Martins Park 

• The new owners of the site have been actively engaging with the planning 

process. 

• Their planning applications have now been validated and made available for 

public inspection. 

• Confirmation that there is a continued commitment to achieving the larger 

development objectives of the site. 

• Several new buildings are planned for the site. 

• The commitment to further development in the area remains strong. 

Signage and Visual Impact Concerns 

• Stamford – Welcome Arch Sign Adoption  

• Concern was raised regarding the visual impact of the Welcome Arch sign. 

• This issue has been formally raised with the Council and relevant departments. 

• The matter is under review to determine potential improvements. 

mailto:CllrC.Macey@lincolnshire.gov.uk
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Flood Defence Measures 

• Introduction of Aqua Sacks for Flood Defences  

o Town and Parish Councils are being offered Aqua Sacks, a modern and more efficient 

alternative to traditional sandbags. 

o Key features of the Aqua Sacks:  

▪ Self-fill with water, reducing handling requirements. 

▪ Hold up to 1,730 litres of water for effective flood defence. 

▪ Flat-packed for easy storage and deployment. 

o These Aqua Sacks are being offered at cost price, and full details will be included in 

an official letter. 

Community and Environmental Schemes 

• Garden Waste Collection Scheme  

o The Garden Waste Collection Scheme has reopened for customers. 

o Residents are encouraged to sign up for continued service. 
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• Lincolnshire County Council Councillor Report by Councillor Cooke 

Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation 

• Discussions are ongoing regarding local government reorganisation and the potential impact 

on Rutland and Lincolnshire. 

• The Leader of Leicestershire County Council has submitted a devolution proposal that 

excludes Rutland, leaving its future administrative status uncertain. 

• Under current legislation, only councils within the mayoral combined authority boundaries 

can form new councils. 

• The expectation is that Lincolnshire may eventually be divided into North Lincolnshire and 

South Lincolnshire or possibly East and West Lincolnshire. 

• Local councils must submit proposals by March 21st, and a decision is expected by 

November. 

• There may be an expanded role for town and parish councils, but the extent of responsibilities 

and associated costs remain unclear. 

• Concerns exist regarding delays in government devolution plans, citing capacity issues at both 

central and local government levels. 

Council Tax and Budgeting 

• The Lincolnshire County Council budget was set last Friday, with a 2.99% increase in 

Council Tax. 

• A £1 million increase in flood management funding was approved, benefiting Stamford and 

other areas across the county. 

Highways and Infrastructure 

• The Highways Manager visited Stamford recently, with key discussions including:  

o Conduit Road – Met with residents to discuss challenges and plan future consultation 

to determine their preferences for road use and parking. 

o Kesteven Road and surrounding areas – Plans are in place to install trees and 

planters by the end of March, in alignment with resident requests. 

• Ryhall Road Resurfacing – Acknowledged as a major concern for residents, particularly 

elderly residents in the area. The project is not just a resurfacing, but a complete road rebuilds 

due to its poor condition. 

Law Enforcement and Traffic Management 

• Police and Crime Commissioner Visit  

o Scheduled for 7th March for a walkaround of Stamford High Street and other key 

areas of concern. 

• High Street Traffic Management  

o Secured funding for two rising bollards in the pedestrianised area. 

o Initial implementation will involve trialling two bollards while ensuring access points 

remain open. Further updates will be provided as the project develops. 

• Resident Parking Scheme  

o A residents' parking scheme is being considered for Cliff Road following requests 

from local residents. 
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Appendix D 

 
ii. South Kesteven District Councillors Report: 

South Kesteven District Council Councillor Report by Councillor Max Sawyer 

Expenditure on Legal Fees 

• £64,000 of taxpayers' money has been spent on solicitors' fees to address complaints 

regarding social media posts made by SKDC councillors about fellow councillors. 

• The Leader of SKDC has publicly described this as "a total waste of taxpayers' money." 

Resident Concerns and Actions Taken 

Councillor Sawyer has taken up the following matters with SKDC on behalf of residents: 

• Overgrown Trees and Hedges – Addressed concerns about public and private greenery 

obstructing pathways and properties. 

• Unpleasant Smell in a Council House – Raised a complaint regarding odours affecting a 

tenant's living conditions. 

• Missed Bin Collections – Reported service failures to ensure scheduled waste collections are 

upheld. 

• Street Cleaning Issues on Elm Street – Noted that Elm Street has not been swept and 

requested urgent street maintenance. 

• Damaged Verges – Highlighted areas where verges have been damaged and requested 

restoration efforts. 

• Fly-Tipping – Reported incidents of fly-tipping and requested prompt removal of waste. 

• Dog Fouling on the Meadows – Requested increased enforcement and signage to deter dog 

fouling in this public space. 

• S.106 Funding for Scouts – Inquired about funding allocations for local Scout groups 

through S.106 contributions. 

• Lack of Litter Bins – Requested installation of additional litter bins in key areas to improve 

waste disposal. 

• Request to Plant a Tree in a Verge – Advocated for new tree planting in response to a 

resident’s request. 

• Too Many Taxis in Broad Street – Addressed concerns about the high number of taxis 

operating in Broad Street, requesting a review of regulations. 
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Appendix E 

 
iii. Police Report: Councillor Sawyer delivered a report on behalf of the Police. 

Police Report Delivered by Councillor Max Sawyer 

Anti-Social Behaviour and Drug-Related Issues 

• Churchill Road 

o Police are liaising with a resident regarding anti-social behaviour and drug use in the 

area. 

o Intelligence is being gathered to develop an Acceptable Behaviour Contract (ABC) to 

address persistent issues. 

• Drugs Warrant Execution 

o Local police assisted in the planning and execution of a drugs warrant in the Stamford 

area. 

o The operation resulted in the seizure of a significant quantity of Class A drugs and 

was linked to cross-border criminal activity. 

Theft and Fraud Investigations 

• High-Value Thefts in Supermarkets 

o Police are investigating a series of organised thefts targeting computing products 

worth several thousand pounds. 

o Offenders have targeted multiple stores across the region. 

o The crimes are believed to be part of a larger organised operation. 

• Regional Pickpocketing Activity 

o Reports indicate that criminals are entering the town, scouting for targets, and quickly 

leaving. 

o Residents are advised to remain vigilant, particularly regarding wallet thefts in busy 

areas. 

• Fraud and Scam Prevention 

o Several victims of fraud have been identified and visited by local officers. 

o Those affected have received safeguarding advice and support after being referred by 

Action Fraud. 

Public Safety Near Schools 

• Incidents on St. Paul’s Street  

o Seven reported incidents of a male behaving abusively towards pupils near schools in 

the area. 

o The individual has been identified, and police have taken appropriate measures to 

manage the situation. 

 


